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PREFACE 


This  BKjnograph  is  one  of  a  series  prepared  -under  instructions 
ftom  the  Supr^ie  Comander  for  the  Allied  Powers  -to  "the  Japanese 
Govemioent  (SGAPIN  No,  126,  12  Oct  1915),  The  series  covers  not 
only  the  operations  of  the  Japanese  armed  forces  daring  World  War 
II5  but  also  their  operations  in  Chjjia  and  Manchuria  which  preceded 
the  world  conflict.  The  studies  were  -writ-ten  by  former  officers  of 
the  Japanese  Ar^  and  Na-ry  under  the  superv-ision  of  the  Historical. 
Records  Section  of  the  First  (Arniy)  and  Second  (Navy)  Demobilisa¬ 
tion  Bureaus  of  -the  J^anese  Govemioent.  Original  manuscripts  -were 
transla-fced  by  TI,S,  Amy  -fcransla-bion  service.  Extensive  editing  -was 
accomplished  by  the  Japanese  Research’ Division  of  the  Office  of  -the 
Military  His-fcory  Officer^  Headquarters,  IJhited  States  An^  Forces, 

Far  East  and  Eigh-th  United  States  Amy  (Rear),  \ 

This  monograph  describes  military  operations  in  the  China 
Theater  from  -fche  time  of  -tie  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  -war  until  the 
end  of  19ii3«  Under  the  direction  of  -fche  Reports  and  Statistical 
Sc3ction  of  the  Demobilisation  Bureau,  -fche  basic  man-uscript  -wa-s 
-writ -ten  by  former  Lt  Col  Heiso  Ishi-wari,  a  former  ireniber  of  the  War 
History  Section  of  the  Amy  General  Staff,  assis-bed  by  -the  following 
former  officers:  Colonel  Seitaro  T^ei  and  Major  Sen  taro  Azum  of 
•the  nth  Amy,  Lt  Cbls  Hideo  Ono  and  Ken ji  Shindo  of  -the  13th  Aray 
and  Colonel  Chiyoshi  Shimoda  of  "the  23d  Amy  dErom  official  telegrams, 
no-fces  ahd.p^sonal  recollections.  It  was  necessary  for  the  Japanese 
Research  Division  -bo  conduct  extensive  reseamh  in  order  to  evaluate 
•the  informa-fcion,  -fco  check  both  facts  and  da-fces  and  to  add  pertinent 
data.  In  addition,  as  the  itanusoript  was  submi-fcted  -with  very  in- 
adequa-te  maps,  -this  office  prepared  -fche  many  maps  required  -tn 
illustrat'i  the  -text.  Spelling  of  place  names  in  -this  itmnograph  is 
that  used  in  Alls  5301, 

The  editor  received  valuable  assis-fcance  in  reseamh  and  in  the 
prepara-fcion  of  maps  from  Tadao  Shudo,  foimerly  a  lieu-fcenant  colonel 
■  on  the  staff  of  the  11th  Amy  in  central  China  and  later  a  member 
of  the  Amy  General  Stai^  and  Air  Any  General  Staff, 
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other  monographs  covering  the  operations  of  the  Japanese 
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CHAPTER  1 

Operations  in  Chinese  Theater  After  the  Outbreak  of 
Ihe  Pacific  War 

The  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  War  did  not  alter  the -main  objec¬ 
tive  of  the  Japanese  operations  against  China,  which  was  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  Chiang  Kai-shek  regime*  It  was  hoped  by  exploiting  the 
gains  in  battle  in  the  Southern  Area  to  bring  greater  pressvire  on  the 
Chinese  and,  although  part  of  the  Japanese  forces  would  have  to  be 
vd-thdravai  from  China  to  be  used  in  the  south,  all  important  areas  in 
China  would  continue  to  be  occupied.  Hong  Kong  would  be  captured  and 
all  enemy  foreign  influence  wotild  be  forced  out  of  China  by  the  con¬ 
fiscation  c£  their  concessions,  rights  snd  interests.  Furthermore, 
it  was  felt  that  if  military  successes  were  followed  by  adequate 
political  and  administrative  measures,  the  Chiang  Kai-shek  regime 
would  ultimately  surrender. 

Such  was  the  estimate  of  the  situation  underlying  the  subse¬ 
quent  plan  of  operations  against  China,  the  main  points  of  which 
were?'  ■ 

Japanese  forces  would  continue  to  occupy  the  zones  already 
under  their  control  and  would  strive  to  promptly  restore  peace  and 
order  in  the  strategic  areas  of  Suiyuan,  northern  Shansi,  Hopeh  and 
Shantung  Provinces  and  the  Delta  Zone  in  the  lower  stream  of  the 
Yangtze  Hiver  in  central  China,  while  in  the  Wiichang-Hankou  sector 
every  effort  would  be  made  to  smash  the  enemy’s  fighting  power. 
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Five  divisions  (5th,  lath,  21st,  33d,  and  3Sth  Divisions)  and 
the  main  force  of  the  air  units  in  China  would  be  transferred  to  the 
southern  front  to  support  operations  there.  The  4th  Division  would 
assenhle  in  the  vicinity  of  Shan^ai  and  be  placed  under  the  direct 
command  of  Imperial  General  Headquarters. 

The  23d  upon  receiving  confirmation  of  the  opening  of  the 

Malay  Operation,  would  attack  and  occupy  itong  Kong  with  a  force  com¬ 
posed  mainly  of  the  3Sth  Division. 

With  the  occupation  of  Hong  &>ng,  all  British,  American  and 
other  Allied  concessions,  ri^ts  and  interests  would  be  confiscated. 

All  areas  ^ere  resources  of  important  materials  were  located 
would  be  occupied  and  the  resources  would  be  esqjloited  to  build  up 
the  Japanese  war  power. 

Situation  in  China  Aft^  the  Outbreak  of  the  Pacific  War 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  War,  the  Chinese  for ces  re¬ 
sumed  vigorous  guerrilla  warfare  against  the  Japanese  forces  but  in 
all  sectors  the  Japanese  took  the  initiative  in  battle  and  beat  them 
off.  .  . 

In  North  China,  in  Siiiyuan  Hpovince,  the  Japanese  Army  took  the 
initiative  and  attacked  the  newly  organized  7th  Cavalry  Division  while 
it  was  preparing  for  action. 

Althou^  the  Communist  troops  within  the  occupied  zone  of  the 
1st 'Army  did  not  take  the  offensive,  they  still  remained  in  Shansi 
Province  and  continued  to  harass  the  Amy  and  disturb  the  peace. 
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At  the  end  of  there  were  indications  that  the  Comunist 
troops  in  southern  and  central  Hopeh  province  would  sooner  or  later 
assume  the  offensive  but  the  Japanese  llOth  Division  checked  their 
activities  by  immediately  sending  out  punitive  expeditions  to  wipe 
them  out.  ‘Ihere  was  ho  evidence  of  Communist  troops  in  the  eastern 
sector  of  this  province. 

ioward  the  end  of  December  I94I5  the  enemy  attacked  Pawangcheng 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Huang  Ho  in  Honan  Province  but  this  did  not 
develop  into  a  major  action. 

In  Shantung  Province  not  only  were  the  troops,  of  CJen  lu  Hsueh- 
Chung  in  conflict  with  the  Communists  but  tiie  Japanese  sent  frequent 
punitive  expeditions  against  both  these  forces. 

In  the  Wuchang-HanlsDU  sector,  on  24  December  1941  the  Japanese 
launched  the  2d  Changsha  Operation^  and  achieved  the  dual  mission  of 
a  diversionary  operation  in  support  of  the  Hong  Kong  Operation  and 
the  <^ecking  of  active  guerrilla  warfare. 

In  the  sector  along  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Yangtze  aiver, 
on  20  December  the  13th  Army  started  its  action  and  smashed  the 
enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Langchi,  south  of  Hanching,  in  the  area 
southeast  of  Eueichih  and  bn  the  southern  bank  of  the  Ohientang 


1.  This  operation  was  known  to  the  Chinese  as  the  3d  Changsha 
Operation.  See  Mono  graph  T79.  Cent  ral  China  Area  Operations  Record, 
1937  -  1941.  footnote  65. 
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Chiang. 

In  sooth  China,  after  the  fall  of  Hong  Kong  several  enemy  di¬ 
visions,  which  had  been  gathering  in  the  area  east  of  Canton,  grad- 
Tzally  retreated  and  returned  to  their  parent  armies. 

With  the  Southera  Amy's  southward  advance  and  Idie  capture  of 
Hong  Kong,  the  23d  Army  was  automatically  relieved  of  the  mission 
of  intercepting  the  enemy  supply  lines.  Ifelntenance  of  peace  and 
security  then  became  its  majn  naission. 

In  summary,  altho;3gh  the  Japanese  forces  in  China  were  reduced 
to  some  eartent  the  Oiinese  did  not  dare  attack  them  and  except  for 
minor  punitive  eispeditions  t*ich  the  Japanese  forces  made  occa¬ 
sionally  until  the  spring  of  1942  in  rorth  China,  particularly  in 
east  Hopeh,  the  southeast,  south  and  northwest  parts  of  Shansi  Pro¬ 
vince  and  in  central  Shantung  Province,  all  battlefronts  remained 
;qulet..'  ^  ■ 

Maintenance  of  Strength  in  China 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  War,  the  China  Expeditionary 
Army  had  under  Its  command  the  following  units: 

Land  Units 


Armies 

Divisions 

Brigades 

North 

Qiina 

Area 

Army 

Troops  under 
direct  coia- 
mand  of  the 
Area  Aroy 

27th,  35th, 

noth 

1st,  7th,  Sth,  15th  Indep 
Mixed  Brigades 

IS 


Armies 

Divisions 

Brigades 

North 

China 

Area 

Army 

1st  Army 

36th,  371^, 
/dst 

3d,  4tfe,  9th,  16th 

Indep  lExed  Brigades 

12th  Amy 

17th,  32d 

5th,  6th,  10th  Indep 
lExed  Brigades,  4th  . 

Cav  Brigade 

Mongolia 
Garrison  Amy 

26tb 

2d  Indep  Mxed  Brigade 

nth  Amy 

3d,  6th, 

13th,  34th, 
39th,  40tb 

14th,  ISth  Indep  Hisced 
Brigades 

13th  Amy 

15th,  22d, 
116th 

nth,  12th,  13th,  17th, 

20tk  Indep  Mixed  Brigades 

23d  Army 

51st,  104th 

19th  Indep  Mixed  Brigade 

Total 

20  Divisions 

21  Brigades 

Air  tfaibs ,  ; 

1st  Air  Brigade 

1  recon  air  regt  and  2  air  sqdms 
(44th  Air  Regt) 

(l^h  Indep  Air  Sqdna) 

(eSd  Indep  Air  Sqdm) 

1-  filter  regt  and  1  air  sqdm 
(54bh  Air  Regt) 

(loth  Indep  Air  Sqdm) 

1  direct  cooperation  air  tujit 

(Sth  Direct  Cooperation  Air  Doit) 

Daring  the  battle  for  Hong  Kong,  the  45th  Air  Regiment 
(light  bombers)  was  temporarily  placed  imder  the  command  of  the 
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China  Expeditionary  Army  and,  immediately  after  the  fall  of  Hsng 

r 

Kong,  the  38th  Division  was  transferred  to  the  Southern  Arny* 
Furthermore,  in  November  1941,  the  5th,  ISth,  21st  and  33d.  Divisions 
were  withdrawn  from  the  China  Theater  and  transferred  to  tte  Southern 
Arny  T^toile,  on  15  November  194L,  the  4th  Division  was  transferred  to 
Shanghai. 

Although  the  51st  Division,  which  had  been  activated  in  Japan 
on  18  September  1941,  arrived  in  China  in  late  October  or  early 
November,  due  to  transfers  the  forces  in  that  theater  were  still 
five  divisions  short,  and  it  was  not  considered  that  there  was  suf¬ 
ficient  strength  to  mirAain  the  status  quo.  To  correct  this  situ-- 
at ion,  in  early  February  1942,  Imperial  General  Headquarters  issued 
an  order  to  the  China  Expeditionary  Arny  to  activate  six  divisions 
by  atigmenting  and  reorganizing  six  of  their  independent  mixed  bri¬ 
gades.  These  were  activated  in  April  with  the  69th  Division  being 
assigned  to  the  1st  Army,  the  59th  Division  to  the  12th  Army,  the 
58th  and  68th  Divisions  to  the  11th  Army  and  the  60th  and  70th  Di¬ 
visions  to  the  13th  Arny. 

In  April,  after  the  close  of  the  first  stage  of  the  Southern 
Invasion  Operations,  the  Japanese  air  units  in  China  were  gradually 
augmented  and  in  eariy  Jtily  the  3d  Air  Division  was  organized  com¬ 
prising  all  the  air  units  in  China,  which  were: 

Hq,  3d  Air  Division 
1st  Air  Brigade 
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90th  Air  Regt  (light  bombers) 

44th  Air  Regt  (recon) 

54th  Air  Eegt  (f igniter) 

ISth  Indep  Air.  Sqdrn  (recon) 

Indep  Air  Sqdrn  (recon) 

8th  Direct  Cooperation  Air  Chit 
Qroimd  Service  Quits 

Hong  Kona  Operation 

General  Situation  Prior  to  the  Operation 

Ihen  fighting  broke  out  in  Hong  Kbng^  there  was  a  land  force 
of  approximately  10,000  British  and  Indian  troops  combined  and  about 
10  airplanes  stationed  in  the  area.  The  main  defease  line  of 
loon  Peninsula  consisted  of  several  lines  of  pillbox  positions  run¬ 
ning  from  Hakwaiehung  southwest  of  the  Jubilee  Reservoir  to  Hill 
225,  through  Tate’s  Cairn  to  the  vicinity  of  Hebe  Hill.  On  Hong 
Kong  Island  there  were  guns  of  various  caliber  mounted  to  cover  the 
shoreline  which,  in  ttirn,  was  heavily  protected  with  trenches  and 
obstacles..  Furthermore,  in  the  highlands  overlooking  the  city  of 
Hong  Kong,  lines  of  pill  box  positions  had  been  constructed  in  depth* 
Up  to  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  War  no  great 
changes  had  been  discernible  in  the  general  conduct  of  the  British 
concessions  or  "tiieir  military  installations.  However,  field  maneu¬ 
vers  in  the  frontier  regions  were  carried  out  fair iy  frequently  and 
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reconnaissance  parties  operated  along  the  British-Ghina  boundary. 
About  early  Deceiaber,  most  of  the  British-Indian  troops  vdiich  had 
been  stationed  on  the  plains  of  Sheungshui  were  -withdraTm  to  the 
main  defense  positions,  T/hen  hostilities  broke  out  in  Hong  Kong, 
therefore,  it  appeared  as  though  the  fortress  vras  ready  to  meet 
the  challenge. 

Further,  the  Chinese  4th  ?7ar  Sector  Arny  T-jith  a  force  of  ap¬ 
proximately  10  divisions  confronted  at  close  quarters  the  northern 
battleline  of  the  Japanese  23d  Amy.  (Map  1) 

Prior  to  the  Pacific  War,  the  23d  Army,  commanded  by  Lt  Gen 
TakasbJ.  Sakai,  had  occupied  the  area  surrounding  Canton  fdth  the 
18th,  104th  and  38th  Divisions,  the  vicinity  of  Sv^atoTf  with  the  ' 
19th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade,,  the  vicinity  of  Sham'ei,  Tanshui 
and  Shenchuanhsu  vdth  the  Amy  Artillery  Unit  and  the  northern  part 
of  Hainan  Island  with  one  infantry  regiment  of  the  4Sth  Division.  In 
the  fan  of  1941,  when  the  51st  Division  was  incorporated  into  the 
23d  Amy,  some  changes  were  made  in  the  disposition  of  troops. 

(isSap  2)  The  18th  Division  was  relieved  of  its  garrison  mission  by 
the  51st  Division  and  moved  its  main  force  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
Cantoh-Kowloon  railway.  The  38th  Division,  after  transferring  the 
responsibility  for  the  security  of  the  areas  north  of  Chiuchiang  to 
part  of  the  104th  Division,  moved  closer  to  Nanhai  and  Sanshui.  The 
Araki  Detachment  (three  infantry  battalions  and  one  field  artillery 
battalion)  of  the  51st  Division  was  placed  under  the  direct  command 
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of  the  Arny  and  assigned  the  duty  of  garrisoning  Shanwei  and  Tan- 
shui.  Ih  fflid-Hovember,  one  battalion  of  the  19th  Independent  Mixed 
Brigade  was  assigned  garrison  duty  in  north  Hainan  Island,  re¬ 
placing  the  infantry  regiment  of  the  4Sth  Division,  tMch  then 
returned  to  its  parent  organization. 

Operational  Conuoand 

On  6  November  1941,  Imperial  General  Headquarters  ordered  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Army,  in  cooperation 
with  the  Navy,  to  prepare  to  attack  Hong  Kong  with  a  force  of  which 
the  38th  Division  of  the  23d  Arny  would  form  the  core.  Details  of 
the  operation  together  with  the  main  points  of  the  Central  Agreement 
reached  between  the  Army  and  Navy  setting  the  time  of  completion  of 
preparations  as  the  end  of  November  were  communicated  to  him.  He 
was  ordered  to  carry  out  all  preparations  in  the  strictest  secrecy. 

This  plan  did  not  imperil  the  security  of  the  area  occupied  by 
the  23d  Army.  An  attack  unit  was  to  be  used  to  strike  feng  Kong 
while  part  of  the  Army's  force  was  to  check  the  Chinese  troops  from 
interfering  from  the  north. 

The  main  points  of  the  plan  were: 

Objective: 

The  main  objective  of  the  Ifong  Kong  Op«*i- 
ation  is  to  capture  Hong  Kong  by  destroying  the 
enemy  forces. 

Policy: 

In  cooperation  with  the  Navy,  an  element 
of  the  23d  Array  will  attack  Kowloon  Peninsula 
and  Hong  Kong  Island  from  the  mainland. 

Strength; 

Refer  to  attached  Standard  Table  of 
2? 


Stroigth.  (Chart  Ho.  1.) 

In  strict  secrecy,  the  23d  Arn^  wiU.  as¬ 
semble  powerfixl  units  of  its  attack  force  in 
the  vicinity  of  Shenchuanhsu  Tyhile  its  main  ' 
force  will  assemble  in  the  vicinity  of  Homen, 
Shihlung  and  Canton. 

The  operation  will  commence  immediately 
after  the  operation  in  Malaya  is  definitely 
known  to  have  started. 

Is  soon  as  the  battle  has  begun,  Amy 
and  Havy  air  units  will  strike  Hong  Ebng  and  . 
its  environs.  En^  air  power  will  be  neu¬ 
tralized  and  all  important  military  instal¬ 
lations,  as  well  as  all  vessels  in  the  harbor, 
will  be  destroyed. 

The  invasion  force,  timing  the  action 
with  the  progress  of  the  air  attack,  will 
break  across  the  boimdary  near  Shenchuanhsu, 
occupy  Mt  Tadmaoshan  and  press  forward  to  a 
line  rtuming  east  to  west  of  the  Hill. 

At  this  line  the  invasion  force  will 
prepare  for  a  major  attack.  It  will  advance 
and  destroy  enemy  positions  aligned  east,  to 
west  near  Jubilee  Reservoir  and  drive  down 
to  the  southern  tip  of  Kowloon  Peninsula. 

To  support  the  advance  of  the  main  invasion 
force,  a  small  sea  advance  unit  will  operate 
near  Tsingi  Isle.  Then,  depending  upon  the 
battle  situation,  troops  may  be  landed  to 
the  west  of  Mt  Hhonshan  in  order  to  attack 
the.eneny’s  right  flank. 

Immediately  after  the  capture  of  Kowloon 
Peninsula,  troops  will  prepare  to  attack  Hong 
Kong.  Enemy  military  installations  on  such 
small  islands  as  Tsingi,  Stonecutter  and 
others  must  be  destroyed  before  the  major 
operation  is  launched. 

In  attacking  Hong  Kong,  troops  will  first 
land  on  its  northern  beach  and  from  there  en¬ 
large  their  gains.  To  facilitate  this  oper¬ 
ation,  as  large  a  demonstration  movement  as 
possible  will  be  staged  on  the  southern  beach 
of  Hong  Kong  to  lead  the  enemy  to  believe 
forces  will  land  there. 

The  invasion  will  be  carried  out  in  close 
cooperation  with  the  Navy. 

If  battle  exigencies  demand,  part  of  the 
Army  and  Havy  air  units  already  in  action  in 
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Standard  Table  of  Strength  Assigned 
to  the  Captnre  of>Hong  Kong 


Combatant  Chita 
The  3Sth  Div 

Inf  Regt  reinforced  i  ....  .  .  .  .  .  *  .  .1 
Indep  Anti-tank  Qon  Bns  .....  .  .  •  •  •  •  2 
Indep  Mb  Airby  Regt  ...  ...  ...  >  .  ■  •  *.  1 
Heavy  Fid  Arty  Regt  ...  *  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 
Heavy  Fid  Arty  Bn  *..  .  .  *  .  .  ......  1 


Ibrtar  Bn  .  .  .  .  .  .  . . .  1 

Arty  Intell  Regt  ...............  1 


Indep  Eng  Regts  a.  General  Purpose  ....  2 

b.  Landing  &  Shipping  .  .  1 

Air  Units  Air  Sqrns  a.  Recon  ...  .  .  .  ...  1 

b.  Filter  ........  1 

Air  Regt  (light  bomber)  .  .....  1 

Airfield  Bn  ...........  .  1 

Signal  Unit  Coram  Regt  ..  .  .  ..  •  •  •  •  .  Main  Force  ■ 
Indep  Comm  Co  ...........  1 

Indep  Radio  Comm  Plat  ...  .  .  .  .  1 
River  Crossing  Material  Co 
Logistical  Chits 

Motor  Trans  Cos  ...  .......  4 

Indep  Trans  Regt  (horses)  .  .  .  .  .  Part 
Fid  Ord  Depot  .  .  ...  ....  .  .  Part 

Fid  Motor  Depot  .  .  .  •  .  .  ...  .  Part 
Fid  Frei^t  Depot  •  ...  .  .  i  .  .  Part 
Casualty  Clearing  Sec  1 

Veterinary  Depot  .  .  .  v  .  .  *  ...  Part 


Siege  Unit 

Arty  Hq,  .  ;•  •  •  •:  *  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Hv  Arty  Regt  24«n  howitzer  .  .  ..  1 

Indep  Hv  Arty  Bn  15cm  cannon  .  .  .1 
Indep  Mortar  Bn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  1 


Special  Units 

Railway  Trans  Regt  .  .  .  .  .  .  ♦  ..  Part 

Duty  tfeit  s  Land  duty  units  .  ...  3 
Surface  duty  units  ...  2 

’ Const  Unit s  .  .  ♦  .  ..  2 

F/ater  Supply  and  Pur  Depots  .  •  •  •  2 

Vet  Quarantine  Depot  .  .  .  .  .  .  .’.  Part 


other  areas,  may  be  called  upon  to  support  the 
Hong  Kong  Operation. 

Movement  after  the  Capture  of  Hong  Kong: 

The  23d  Arnsr  idll  resume  ti®  mission  of 
maintaining  the  security  of  the  already  oc¬ 
cupied  zones  as  well  as  the  vicinity  of  Hong 
Kong. 

The  Army  will  assemble  the  3Sth  Division 
and  other  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Hong  Kong 
and  prepare  themi  for  new  missions  in  other 
zones. 

The  Central  Agreement  between  the  Army  and  Navy  may  be  broken 
down  into  seven  important  clauses,  namely:  the  objective  of  the 
operationj  its  policy;  the  time  to  launch  the  operation;  the  main 
points  of  the  operation;  the  strength  of  the  troops;  the  system  of 
command  and  the  division  of  security  responsibilities.  As  the  ■ 
first  three  clauses  are  described  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs,  there 
are  described  below  only  those  points  of  operation  which  called  for 
the  coordination  of  the  Amy  jand  Navy  forces. 

In  strict  secrecy,  the 'Army  will  assemble 
part  of  its  invasion  force  in  the  vicinity  of 
Shen(diuanhsu  and  its  main  force  close  to  Humen, 

Shihlung  and  Canton. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Navy  will  tighten  the 
blockade  in  the  waters  around  Hong  Kong  and  pre¬ 
vent  vessels  from  escaping  from  Hong  Eong  or 
coming  to  the  rescue  of  the  forces  there. 

At  the  outset  of  the  operation.  Army  and 
Navy  air  Units  will  attack  Hong  Kong.  They  will 
neutralize  enemy  air  power  and  destroy  enemy 
vessels  in  the  harbor  as  well  as  important  mili¬ 
tary  installations. 

^Hie  Amy,  timing  its  action  with  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  air  attack  will,  at  an  opportune 
moment,  launch  its  attack  first  against  Kowloon 
and  then  against  Hong  Kong  Island. 
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The  Navy  will  provide  the  Array  with  the  nec- 
cessary  escort  force  to  protect  the  transportation 
of  Array  troops  and  to  support  their  landing  oper¬ 
ations  .  Should  the  situation  demand,  the  Navy 
will  assist  the  Army  by  shelling  enemy  positions. 

If  the  battle  situation  demands,  part  of  the 
Arny  and  Navy  air  units  in  action  in  other  zones 
will  be  transferred  to  the  Hong  Kong  Operation. 

In  addition,  it  was  stipulated  that  one  division  and  one  infantry 
regiment  of  the  23d  Arny  and  the  main  &»rce  of  the  Second  China  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Fleet  would  form  the  main  fighting  body  and  that  the  oper¬ 
ation  wotild  be  carried  out  under  the  command  system  of  cooperation 
between  the  Array  and  Navy. 

The  China  Expeditionary  Amy  placed  three  independent  air  squs^- 
drons,  three  reconnaissance  planes  oM  the  45th  la^t  Bomber  Regiment 
of  the  1st  Air  Brigade  under  the  command  of  the  23d  Army  and  ordered 
the  commander  of  the  23d  Army  to  draw  up  an  operational  plan  for  the 
invasion  of  Hong  Kong  based  on  the  imperial  General  Headquarters* 
plan. 

The  objective,  policy  and  time  of  the  operation  were  the  same 
as  those  described  above*  The  planned  action  of  the  OfSerational  plan 
stated: 

During  the  Hong  Kong  Operation,  the  Amy  will 
maintain  those  zones  which  it  is  already  occupying. 

As  the  time  for  the  Hong  Kong  Operation  ap¬ 
proaches^  the  Army  will  make  the  necessary  rear¬ 
rangement  of  garrison  forces  in  orddr  to  build-up 
the :  invasion  force  which  will  then  be  drawn  upi; 
secretly  near  the  British -China  boundary  lines. 

All  troops  of  this  invasion  force  will  prepare  for 
action  immediately  in  order  that  a  povrerful  force 
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An  Outline  of  the  Tactical  Organization  of  Forces  of  the  23d  Array 

for  the  Hong  Ifcng  Operation 
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An  Outlin®  of  the  Tactical  Organization  of  Forces  of  the  23d  Amor 
for  the  Hong  Kong  Operation  (Cont'd) 
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may  be  ready  to  break  through  the  borderline 
at  the  moment  these  tactics  are  called  for. 

The  tactical  organization  of  the  forces 
to  be  used  for  the  capture  of  Hong  long  are 
as  shcim  on  Chart  Ho.  2. 

Actions  of  Invasion  Ifait: 

Simultaneously  with  the  first  attack  by 
the  air  units,  a  powerful  tinit  of  the  invad¬ 
ing  force  will  break  across  the  border  and 
attack  and  destroy  the  eneny  advance  units. 
Then,  denying  them  the  chance  to  regroi;g5,  the 
unit  will  advance  immediately  to  the  strategic 
line  running  from  east  to  west  of  Mb  Taimaoshan. 

Upon  completion  of  preparations  to  attack 
the  enemy’s  main  positions  aligned  east  to 
west  of  the  Jubilee  Reservoir,  the  attack  will 
be  launched.  Bie  main  point  of  the  attack 
will  be  the  high  land  east  to  west  of  the 
Jubilee  Reservoir.  At  the  same  time,  the  ene¬ 
my  in  the  Taiwai  sector  will  be  attacked  and 
destroyed.  ' 

if  the  battle  situation  demands,  a  small 
advance  sea  unit  wiH  support  the  action  of 
the  main  force  from  the  Tsingi  Isle  sector. 

To  facilitate  the  advance  of  the  main 
force,  another  unit  will  cross  Tide  Cove  and 
aim  its  drive  from  the  southwestern  part  of 
Mt  Maonshan  toward  the  northeastern  section 
of  Kowloon  city. 

Should  the  enemy  defenses  on  the  peninsu¬ 
la  east  of  Tide  Cove  prove  weak,  the  spearhead 
of  the  main  force  may  be  turned  toward  that 
point. 

On  Hong  Kong  Island  itself,  an  attack  in 
force  will  be  made  on  the  northern  beach. 

From  this  point,  gains  will  be  enlarged. 

If  the  situation  requires,  the  objective 
may  be  attained  by  blockading  Hong  Kong  with¬ 
out  attacking  it. 

During  this  operation,  the  Araki  Detach¬ 
ment  will  withdraw  its  troops  from  Shanwei  and 
Pinghai  and  mass  them  near  Tanshui,  where  they 
will  prepare  to  meet  any  action  by  the  Chinese 
forces. 

The  104th  Division  will  assen4)le  all  its 
mobile  forces  and  remain  on  the  alert  against 


any  Chinese  attack. 

Supplies: 

Baoan  'wiU  he  the  debarkation  base  for  inu- 
nitions,  which  will  be  assembled  as  near  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  Paoan  and  Saenchuanhsu  before  the  oper¬ 
ation.  If  the  situation  demands,  munitions  may 
be  debarked  temporarily  at  Humen.  ' 

The  collection  of  war  supplies  will  be 
completed  by  the  early  part  of  December. 

The  Array  will  be  held  responsible  for  the 
transportation  of  supplies  by  vessels  and  motor 
vehicles.  Field  supply  points  will  be  placed 
as  far  forward  as  possible. 

Transportation  south  of  the  borderline 
will  be  as  near  as  possible  to  the  Canton- 
Kow'loon  railway. 

Tlie  amount  of  anmunition  to  be  stored  at 
Paoan  and  Shenchuanhsu  prior  to  the  launching 
of  the  operation  together  with  that  carried 
units,  must  be  sufficient  for  one  engagement. 

Bridging  materials  (wood)  must  be  suf¬ 
ficient  to  build  a  wooden  bridge  of  about 
1,000  meters  in  length.  Bridging  materials 
(pontoon  T^e  B)  will  be  the  amount  required  . 
by  one  bridging  material  company  as  well  as 
100  collapsible  boats  Model  95 ‘The  materials 
needed  for  advancing  the  operations  of  the 
siege  artillery  must  be  sufficient  to  fill  the 
requirements  of  the  Kitajima  Unit. 

Provisions:  Rations  sufficient  for  90 
days  for  a  division.  Forage  sufficient  for 
60  days  for  a  division. 

Rations  and  forage  must  be  sufficient  to 
sustain  the  operational  units  for  a  period  of 
60  days.  Consideration  must  be  given  to  the 
.supply  of  rations  by  sea  route  for  the  units 
that  will  operate  from  Tanshui. 

As  soon  as  Hong  Kong  is  captured  the  38th 
Division  wiU  promptly  assemble  on  Kowloon 
Peninsula  and  prepare  for  action  In  new  zones. 

An  element  of  the  51st  Division  will  garrison 
Hong  Kong. 

On  the  basis  of  the  above  operational  ixLan,  the  38th  Divisioris 
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operation  was  divided  into  three  phases:  first,  to  break  across 
the  border  and  advance  to  the  front  of  the  main  eneiny  positions; 
secordly,  to  break  through  these  main  positions  and  occupy  Kowloon 
Perdnsula  and  thirdly,  to  capture  Hong  Kong. 

It  was  planned  that  igi  the  first  phase  the  main  strength  of 
the  advance  unit,  composed  of  two  infantry  regiments  and  three 
iBcuntain  artillery  battalions,  commanded  by  an  Infantry  Ooup  com¬ 
mander,  would  break  through  tte  eneny’s  frontier  positions  from  the 
eastern  sector  of  Shenchuanhsu  while  part  of  force,  fdiich  would  em¬ 
bark  in  landing  craft  near  Pao an,  would  land  at  Shatau  aM  advance 
into  the  Tuenlongkauhsi  Plain.  Another  part  of  the  force  would 
start  its  action  from  Kaupingfong  aid  advance  via  Shataukok  to  the 
area  west  of  Taipo.  The  main  bocfy  of  the  advance  unit,  as  promptly 
as  possible,  would  drive  toward  the  line  of  Taukamtau,  Mt  Pakshakiu, 
Ht  Taimaoshan,  Grassy  Hill  and  Cove  Hill  confronting  the  main  enemy 
positions.  At  this  line,  they  would  prepare  for  an  attack  against 
the  eneny  lines , 

The  229th  Infantry  Regiment  was  ordered  to  advance  its  main 
force  from  the  sector  east  of  Mt  Taimaoshan  to  Grassy  Hill  and 
there  await  the  main  force  of  the  Division.  The  regiment  would  then 
assemble  in  the  vicinity  of  Taipo. 

During  the  second  phase,  troops  that  3md  arrived  at  the  line  of 
Mt  Taimaoshan  and  Grassy  Hill -would  gradually  press  forward,  at  the 
same  time  preparing  themselves  to  strike  the  eneny  facing  them.  The 


main  attack  wo\jid  be  directed  toward  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Jubilee  Reservoir  and  then  to  Golden  Hill.  After  breaking  throu^ 
these  points,  th^  would  aim  their  drive  toward  the  southwestern 
tip  of  Eowloon  Peninsula  and  occupy  Kowloon  city.  The  229th  .  la- 
fantrj'-  Regiment  wc.  .  .Id  proceed  by  landing  craft  to  the  northwestern 
side  of  Mt  llaonshan  and,  after  breaking  through  the  enemy  positions 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Tate’s  Cairn,  would  advance  into  the  eastern 
area  of  Kowloon  city. 

In  the  third  phase,  after  Eowloon  Fteninsula  was  captured,  they 
would  prepare  to  attack  Hong  Kong. 

The  attack  against  Hong  Kong  would  open  with  a  powerful  assault 
and,  after  landing  on  the  northern  beach,  gains  wotxld  gradually  be 
enlarged. 

On  1  December,  1941>  after  Japan  had  decided  to  declare  war  on 

2 

the  liiited  States  and  Britain,  Imperial  General  Headquarters  is¬ 
sued  the  following  order  to  the  conimander  of  the  China  Expeditionary 
'Amy;,  ' 

The  Ai^,  in  cooperation  with  the  liavy,  w 
attack  and  captiore  Hong  Kong.  The  38th  Division 
offce  23d  Army  will  be  tjsed  as  the  core  of  this 
■force.  The  operation  will  begin  immediately 
after  it  is  confirmed  that  the  Southern  Ariny  has 


2.  l&no graph  No.  150.  Political  Strategy  Prior  to  the  Outbreak 
of  War.  Part  17. 
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achieved  a  landing  or  made  air  attacks  on  Malay. 

After  Hong  Kong  is  captured,  the  Aihqt  will 
set  vp  a  military  government  on  the  island. 

Concentration  of  Japamse  Forces 

3jnniediate3y  t5)on  receipt  of  this  order,  the  23d  Army  set  the 
invasion  troops  in  motion  but,  in  order  to  keep  the  manetiver  secret, 
the  troops  were  forbidden  to  move  in  the  daytime. 

On  the  night  of  1  December,  the  advance  elements  of  the  38th 
Division,  composed  of  the  229th  Infantry  Regiment  and  the  230th  In¬ 
fantry  Regiment  which  were  assembled  in  the  Sanshui-Nanhai  area 
began  to  advance  to  the  area  north  of  Shenchuanhsu,  Advancing  only 
at  night,  they  reached  Shenchuanhsu  on  the  night  of  6  December. 

The  Kita^ima  IM.t,  the  any  artillery  unit  that  been  guard¬ 
ing  the  vicinity  of  Shenchuanhsu,  moved  up  tp  Paoan,  while  part  of 
the  Siege  Artillery  Unit  and  the  Heavy  Artillery  Dnit,  which  had 
been  alerted  at  Canton,  marching  at  night,  also  moved  to  Paoan, 

I^on  arrival,  these  units  were  placed  undfer  the  command  of  the 
Kitajima  Itoit. 

The  Araki  Detachment  left  Shanwei  and  assembled  close  to  Tan- 

shui. 

On  5  December,  the  main  force  of  the  38th  Division,  together 
with  other  units  left  the  Sanshui-IIanhai  area,  and  on  the  night  of 
the  6th  assembled  near  Humen  and  Tungkuan,  (Map  3  ) 

Progress  of  Operation 

At  OUGO  of  8  December,  the  Anry  ordered  its  troops  to  start  the 
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CANTON - 
HANKOU 
RAILWAY^ 


operation.  The  battle  began  ■with  bonMngs  by  the  air  units  aimed 
at  the  destruction  of  eneny  planes  and  the  Eaitak  airfield. 

The  advance  elements  of  the  land  forces  broke  across  the  bor¬ 
der  and,  without  meeting  much  resistance  from  the  enemy,  readied 
Tuenlongkauhsi  and  Taipo  on  the  same  day,  .(Map  4) 

Assuming  that  the  enesy  would  resist  strongly  at  their  main 
defensive  positions,  at  1000  on  the  9th,  the  Army  ordered  the 
trooi^  to  prepare  to  attack  these  positions.  It  was  estimated 
that  preparations  would  be  completed  within  a  week.  The  main  at¬ 
tack  tsas  to  be  directed  against  the  high  land  southwest  of  Jubilee 
Reservoir. 

The  Sano  Group  was  ordered  to  prepare  to  launch  an  attack 
against  the  main  eneny  positions  from  a  line  stretching  from  east 
to  west  of  Mt  Taimaoslian.  Bart  of  the  Invasion  force  was  to  strike 
and  capture  Tsingi  Isle,  idiile  another  force  was  to  land  on  the 

j  ... 

peninsula  at  a  point  ’ to  the  east  of  Tide  Cove  wdiere  it  was  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  subsequent  battle.  The  Eitajima  Unit  was  to  deploy  its 
main  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Taipo  with  a  partial  force  in  the 
vicinity  of  Tuenlongkauhsi.  The  mission  of  these  forces  was  the 
destaruction  of  those  strong  points  against  tdiich  the  spearhead  of 
the  attack  was  to  be  directed,  as  well  as  the  overcoming  of  eneny 
artillery  on  Stonecutter  Island. 

The  operation  progressed  much  faster  than  anticipated.  On 
9  December,  while  a  reconnaissance  party  headed  by  the  reconnais- 


sance  officer  of  the  228th  Inf antiy  BLegiment  was  stirr^ring  enSiBjr 
positions  on  the  high  land  of  Hill  255>  which  was  one  of  the 
strong  points  of  the  eneasr  main  defense  line  south  of  the  Jubilee 
Reservoir,  th^  discovered  loopholes  in  the  deployment  of  the  de¬ 
fenders  and  using  these  loopholes  were  able  to  capture  the  posi¬ 
tions.  This  unexpected  success  spurred  iiie  first-line  units  on 
to  launch  an  attack  against  the  main  enemy  positions  prior  to  the 

ft  . 

designated  zero  hour  and,  on  the  11th,  they  broke  throu^  these 
positions  without  much  opposition.  The  troops  assigned  to  the 
capture  of  Tsingi  Island  made  a  detour  far  to  the  west  andy  on  - 
the  nth,  struck  and  captured  the  island.  Other  troops,  cont- 
posed  of  the  core  of  the  229th  Infantry  Segiment,  maneuvering  as 
a,,  detaclament  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  attack  forces,  dJ^ssed 
Tide  CJove  on  the  10th  and,  the  next  day,  destroyed  the  eneny  posi¬ 
tions  near  Tate’s  C^irn.  On  the  12th,  Japanese  troops  had  reached 
the  line  linking  Rswloon  city,  Eaitak  airfield  and  Tsenglanshu  and, 
by  the  14th,  had  mopped  up  the  enemy  on  the  entire  peninsula.  ^ 
Ihcouraged  by  the  unexpectedly  rapid  capture  of  Kowloon  pen¬ 
insula,  the  Arny  decided  to  follow  this  up  with  an  immediate  at¬ 
tack  against  Hong  Kong,  thus  defying  the  enemy  on  opportunity  to 
regroup.  It  ordered  the  invasion  troops  to  land  and,  without  giv¬ 
ing  the  enemy  a  breathing  space,  to  storm  the  whole  island  of  Hong 
Kong.  The  main  points  of  the  plan  for  the  disposition  of  forces 
and  preparation  for  attack  were: 
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The  Havy  ■will  support  the  landing.  On 
a  day  ppedetermined  for  landing,  the  Ha-yy 
■will  stage  a  demonstration  movement  along 
the  southern  coast  of  Hoag  Kosig  Island  in 
order  to  deceive  the  enemy  into  thinking 
that  the  landing  liyill  be  carried  out  there, 

Die  Siege  Hea'vy  Artillery  Unit  will 
take  up  its  positions  on  the  highland  in 
the  northern  part  of  Kotvloon  city.  Air 
units  and  tha  Siege  Hea'^y  Artillery  IMt 
will  support  the  movement  of  the  landing 
troops  by  overcoming  the  fire  of  the  eneny 
artillery  arid  destroying  their  beach  defense 
installations. 

The  movement  of  the  landing  forces  ■will 
be  carried  out  ■with  the  utmost  secrecy.  The 
main  body  tsill  start  from  Kowloon  and  Tai— 
wantsun  and  land  at  Braemar  Hill.  ELemeats 
will  start  from  the  vicinity  of  Kungtongtsai 
and  land  near  SaukiWan. 

Disposition  of  the  troops  participating 
in  the  attack  on  Hong  Kong  will  be  as  shown 
on  Chart  No.  3* 

Preparations  for  the  landing  assaults  were  accomplished  suc-- 
cessfully,  thoughnot  fuithout  many  difficulties  ineuired  in  the 
transportation  of  buU^  loads  of  landing  equipaen-b  and  materials. 
Zero  hour  for  the  landing  was  set  for  the  night  of  18  December 
and  this  information  was  communicated  to  all  landing  troops  and 
■bo  the  Navy.  ' 

At  dusk  on  18  December,  the  Navy  began  to  maneuver  as 
though  they  intended  to  land  on  -Uie  southwestern  coast  of  Hong 
Kong.  The  Siege  Artilleiy  Units  opened  fire  and  smashed  the  de¬ 
fense  installations,  along  the  coast  to  the  east  of  North  Ibint, 
which  was  to  be  the  landing  beach  for  the  Japanese  troops.  They 
continued  firing  to  hold  doifm  the  remaining  oiemy  artillery. 
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Chart  No  3 


Disposition  of  Troops  for  Invasion  of  Hong  Kong 


Fdght 

Flank 

Unit 


Infantry 


Inf  Group 
Hq  22Sth 
Inf  Regt- 
less  3d 
Bn  230th 
Inf  Regt- 
less  3d  Bn 


5th  Indep  A.T. 
Gun  Bn 

1st  Bn  of  3Sth 
Mt  Arty  Regt 


3Bth  Eng 
Regt  less 
1  CO 


After  landing  at  Braemrj 
break  through  the  enes^ 
positions  on  the  beach  & 
turn  to  the  right.  Adv 
westward  over  the  north- 


left 

Flank 

Unit 


229th  Inf 
Regt-less 
1st  Bn 


I  Right 
i  Arty 
!  Unit 
1 - 


left 

Arty 

Unit 


1  pltn  of 
229th  Inf 
Regt 


2d  Iniep  A.T. 
Gun  Bn  (less 
1  Co)  1  CO  of 
10th  Indep  Mt 
Arty  Regt 


36th  Mb  Arty 
Regt  (less  1st 
Bn) 


10th  Indep  Mb 
Arty  Regt  (less 
1  co)  20th  Indep 
Mb  Arty  Regt 
21st  light  Tr 
Mortar  Unit 
1  CO  of  2d  Indep 
A.T.  Gan  Bn 


1  CO  of 
36th  Eng 
Regt 


After -landing  at  _Sauki-' 
wan,  break  through  the 
eneny  positions,  turn  to 
the  right  with  the  main 
force  and  adv  westward 
over  the  southern  half  of 
Hong  Ifeng,  Part  of  the 
force  will  attack  and 
capture  Taitam  Peninsula 


20th  Indep 
Eng  Regt 
1st  &  2d 
Bridging 
Mbl  Cos  of 
9th  Div 


1  co  of 

14th  Indep 
Engr  Regt 


Note;  Two  infantry  battalions  will  remain  in  Kowloon  City  and  guard 
the  city. 


In  the  meantime,  aij  21CX)  on  the  same  day,  the  3Sth  Division 
successfully  landed  its  assault  troops  and  these  troops  immedi¬ 
ately  proceeded  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  eastern  sector  of 
the  island.  The  main  force  of  the  enei^  defenders  retreated  to- 
-w^d-^he  southern  sector  bejrond  Mt  Mcholson,  where  they  offered 
determine  T?eislstance.  The  advance  of  the  assault  troops  met  with 
many  setbacks.  The  following  day,  the  first  assault  wave  of  troops 
to  the  right  of  the  rl^t  flank  came  upon  a  powerful  enemy  group  jn 
sheltered  positions  with  emplacements  built  into  the  eastern  foot 
of  Mt  Nicholson.  The  enemy  fire  from  these  positions  was  so  heavy 
that  not  only  was  the  advance  stopped  but  the  Japanese  troops  were 
thrown  into  confusion.  The  left  flank  units  also  faced  hea^  enemy 
fire  from  the  defenders  occupying  a  hotel  on  the  southern  side  of 
Violet  Hill  and  their  advance  was  slowed  down.  PurthermDre,  the 
terrain  in  this  area  was  so  rugged  and  separated  ly  interloeking 
ravines  that  contact  with  the  advance  unit  wasj  at  one  time,  en¬ 
tirely  broken/ 

On  the  20th,  the  artillery  units  of  the  invasion  force  landed 
on  Hong  Eong  and,  on  the  21st,  the  first  combat  line  began  to  re¬ 
cover  from  the  initial  confusion. 

In  the  subsequent  stages  of  the  battle,  the  main  force  suc¬ 
cessfully  overcame  the  stubborn  resistance  of  the  enemy,'  gradual¬ 
ly  enlarged  its'  gains  aai  invaded  the  western  sector.  Part  of  the 
advance  began  to  weaken  and,  on  the  25th,  they  laid  down  their 
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weapons, 

Japanese  casualties  during  this  operation  were  6'S5  killed  and 
2,079  wunded,  inaking  a  total  of  2, 751l.  casualties, 

Mcrrement  of  Chinese  Forces  During  the  Hong  Kong  Operation 

Prior  to  the  Hong  Kong  Operation,  the  Chinese  iith  War  Sectcfl? 
Arncr  had  more  than  10  divisions  facirg  the  first  line  of  the  23d 
Amy  but  after  ,  the  Hong  Kong  Operation  had  begun  they  laaneuvered 
seven  or  eight  divisions  to  the  east  of  Canton,  One  amy  from 
Kwangsi  Province  and  the  hth  and  7hth  Armies  of  the  pth  War  Sector 
Arsy  also  asseuibled  in  the  Canton  area. 

The  Araki  Detachment  (composed  mainly  of  three  infantry  bat¬ 
talions  and  one  field  artillery  battalion)  assembled  its  main  force 
in  the  viciniiy  of  Tanshui.  It  occupied  the  mountain  areas  to  the 
north  with  part  of  its  force  and  prepared  to  beat  back  ary  eneny 
ofiensives.  Although  durlDg  the  Hong  Kong  Operation  the  Chinese 
moved  about  one  and  a  half  divisions  closer  to  the  Araki  Detach- 
rnent  there  wasno  active  fighting. 

Administration 

Because  of  the  Specific  problems  involved  in  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  occupied  zone  of  Hong  Kong,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  carry 
out  its  administration  on  a  basis  entirely  distinct  from  that  of 
other  occupied  zones  in  China.  For  this  reason.  Imperial  General 


1*8 


Headquarters  favored  the  idea  of  setting  up  a  Governor-General  in 
Hong  Ebng,  uMer  Its  direct  command,  who  wotild  direct  the  defense 
arid  military  government  of  Hong  Kong. 

On  19  January  1942,  the  Department  of  the  djvernor-General  of 
Hong  Kong  was  created.  The  Governor-General,  however,  was  placed 
under  the  delegated  command  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Aimy  in  regard 
to  the  collection  of  intelligence,  lines  of  communication  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  bloclrade  of  southern  China. 
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CHAPTER  2 

2d  Changsha  Operation 

Situation  Prior  to  the  Operation 

On  8  December  1941  j,  the  23d  Arc^  Commenced  operations  against 
Hong  Kong.  On  the  9th,  in  concert  Mth  the  United  States  and  Brit^ 
ish  forces,  the  Chungking  regime  ordered  its  forces  to  begin  guerrilla 
warfare  against  the  Japanese  Army  on  all  fronts.  Some  of  the  Chi¬ 
nese  armies  moved  from  Yunnan  and  lOwangsi  Provinces  toward  the  Burma 
frontier  in  order  to  divert  the  Japanese  attention  from  the  Hong  Kcng 
Operation  and  troops  from  the  Chinese  4th  TiTar  Sector  assembled  in 
the  areas  east  of  Canton  while  two  armies  from  the  9th  ?fer  Sector 
moved  into  south  China. ^ 

To  prepare  for  the  Pacific  War,  in  early  November  Hnperial 
General  Headquarters  began  to  draw  sizeable  forces  out  of  all  the¬ 
aters  in  order  to  commit  them  to  the  Pacific  area.  From  the  China 
theater,  the  main  body  of  the  air  units,  five  divisions  and  other 
xinits  were  moved  to  the  Pacific  zone.  The  4th  Division  was  with- 
dravm  from  the  11th  Arny  and  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  Shanghai 
and  two  independent  engineer  regiments  and  part  of  the  signal  utri.t 
were  reassigned  to  the  Pacific  theater.  This  withdrav^al  made  it 
necessary  for  the  11th  Array  to  redispose  its  forces.  The  39th  Divi- 

1.  Approximate  boundaries  of  war  sectors  are  shown  on  lfeip  No. 
10,  "Chinese  War  Sectors,  Jul  37-Sep  45.”  Ifonograph  No.  178.  North 
China  Area  Operations  Record,  Jul  37-May  41. 


sidn  and  the  18th  ISidependent  Maxed  Brigade  assumed  responsibility 
for  guarding  those  zones  previously  under  the  control  of  the  18th 
Independent  Mixed  Brigade  and  the  4th  Division  respectively. 

The  disposition  of  trppps  (both  friendly  and  eneay)  around 
Wuchang-Hankou  at  this  time  are  shown  on  Map  5» 

V/ith  the  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  War,  Lt  Gen  Kbrechika  Anami, 
11th  Army  commander,  saw  the  necessity  for  assuming  the  offensive  in 
the  zones  south  of  the  Yangtze  River  in  order  to  give  effective  sup*^ 
port  to  the  operations  of  the  23d  Army  and  the  Southern  Ariy.  The 
China  Expeditionary  Army  approved  his  Operational  plan  and  trans¬ 
ferred  the  9th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  from  North  China  to  his 
command  as  additional  strength.  At'the  same  time,  it  ordered  the 
1st  Air  Brigade  to  support  the  nth  Army  in  its  operation. 

On  13  December,  the  nth  Amy  commander  ordered  the  3d,  6th 
ani  40th  Divisions  to  prepare  for  a  sortie  and  the  34th  Division, 
and  the  14th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade,  then  stationed  along  the 
Nanchang-Hsiaochihkoti  railvray,  in  concert  with  the  main  force  of 
the  nth  Army,  to  prepare  for  battle.  An  troops  stationed  north 
of  the  Yangtze  River  began  their  preparations  in  anticipation  of 
possible  counterattacks  from  the  eneny. 

The  strength  of  the  forces  employed  in  the  main  operational 
sector  were: 

3d  Div  -  Div  Hq,  a  core  force  of  six  in¬ 
fantry  battalions  with  four  bat¬ 
talions  of  field  artinery  or 
mountain  artinery. 
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6th  Div  -  Div  Hq,  a  core  force  of  nine  in¬ 
fantry  battalions  with  three  bat¬ 
talions  of  field  artillery  or 
mountain  artillery* 

40th  Div  -  Div  Hq,  a  core  force  of  seven 
infantry  battalions  with  three 
battalions  of  field  artillery 
or  mountain  artillery. 

9th  Indep  Mixed  Brigade 

-  Brig  Hq,  a  core  force  of  two 
infantry  battalions  and  one 
battery, 

Sawa  Det  -  The  core  force  to  be  composed 
of  one  infantry  battalion  of 
the  14th  Indep  IflLxed  Brigade, 

Tozono  Det  -  The  core  force  to  be  composed 
of  one  infantry  battalion  of 
the  18th  Indep  Mixed  Brigade. 

Ifcguchi  Det  -The  core  force  to  be  composed 
of  one  infantry  battalion  of 
the  34th  Division. 

Eng  Unit  of  the  Army 

-  Eng  Hq,  the  core  force  to  be 
composed  of  two  indep  engineer 
cos,  two  cos  each  of  bridging 
equipaent  materials  and  river- 
crossing  equipment  materials 
units. 

nth  Field  Trans  Unit 

-  Trans  Hq,  the  core  force  to 
be  composed  of  six  infantry 
companies,  one  li^t  armored 

vehicle  CO,  two  motor  regi¬ 
ments  and  nine  transport 
companies. 

Cooperation  Unit 

-  1st  Air  Brigade 
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After  l6  December,  the  troops  began  to  more  into  the  areas 
soxifch  of  Yoyang,  in  trains,  on  ships  and  by  inarching.  By  the  20th, 
the  6th  Division  had  completed  the  assembly  of  its  forces  in  the 
area  adjacent  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Hsinchiang  Ho  above  Hsinchiang. 
It  then  placed  its  main  force  forward  close  to  the  river  and  began 
preparabions  for  crossing  the  river.  On  the  21st,  the  ijOth  Division 
reached  the  Hsitang  area,  about  8  kOometers  north  of  Kengkou  and, 
by  the  22d,  was  prepared  to  attack  the  defenses  east  of  Kengkou. 

Bj  the  251di,  the  3d  Division  had  assembled  near  Lochiahsiang, 
midway  between  the  positions  of  the  6th  and  ijOth  Divisions  and,  on 
the  same  day,  its  main  force  began  to  prepare  to  assume  the  offensive. 
Previous  to  this,  on  22  December,  the  Army  command  post  had  beer, 
brought  forward  to  Toyang. 

The  9th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  and  the  Tozono  and  Noguchi 
Detachments  were  hastily  brou^t  forward  to  cover  the  flank  and 

i 

rear  of  the  withdrawal  operation  subsequent  to  the  offensive. 

Progress  of.  Operation  (ji^p  6) 

At  dusk  on  24  December,  the  Japanese  forces  began  to  move.  The 
6th  Division  crossed  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Hsinchiang  Ho  and  the 
40th  Division  crossed  the  Shachiang  Ifo  at  Kengkou  and  to  the  east  of 
the'  town.  Both  divisions  then  proceeded  to  drive  the  eneny  toward 
Kuanwangchiao .  On  the  26th,  the  divisions  struck  and  defeated  the 
Chinese  20th  Aimy  near  a  line  connecting  Tachingchieh  and  Kuanwang- 
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chiao.  On  the  following  day,  the  6th  Division  assembled  its  forces 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Kii  Shui  near  Hsinshih  and  the  40th  Division 
assembled  near  Changlochieh. 

In  the  meantime,  the  6th  Divisir  -  had  sent  an  infantry  bat” 
talion  to  mop  up  the  eneny  at  Lmchiao. 

At  dawn  on  the  25th,  the  3d  Division,  without  waiting  for  the 
arrival  of  its  entire  force,  began  to  follow  the  advancing  6th  Bi~ 
vision.  On  the  26th,  it  turned  to  the  right  of  the  6th  Division  and 
marked  southward  along  both  sides  of  the  Canton-Hankou  railway.  On 
the  evening  of  the  same  day,  it  arrived  at  the  northern  bank  of  the 
Ki  Shui  near  Kueii.  Althou^  the  Kii  Shui  was  swollen  and  passage 
was  difficult,  the  division  crossed  it  and  occupied  the  left  bank. 
Here  it  met  the  Chinese  99th  Army  but  easily  routed  them.  At  this 
point  the  division  established  a  foothold  for  the  subsequent  of¬ 
fensive.-''"-"-'-' 

The  Sawa  Detachment,  which  had  arrived  at  Toyang  on  the  ^5th, 
was  quickly  maneuvered  to  the  vicinity  of  Kuanw^gchlao  to  cover  the 
left  flank  and  rear  of  the  Array.  On  the  27th,  the  Detachment,  taking 
the  place  of  the  troops  of  the  6th  and  40th  Divisions,  occupied  key 
positions  from  the  southeast  of  Sanchiangkou  to  the  east  of  Kuang- 
wangchiao  and  covered  the  left  flank  and  the  rear  of  the  Arny. 

Pi  Tueh,  the  Chinese  9th  ®ar  Sector  Arny  commander,  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  check  the  advance  of  the  Japanese  forces  on  the  southern 
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bank  of  the  Ku  Shui,  placed  the  37'^^  Armsr  (three  divisions)  and  the 
99th  Army  (two  divisions)  in  well  prepared  positions  nanning  west  of 
Wengchiang  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Ku  Shni.  He  also  planned  to  trans¬ 
fer  the  30th  Army  Group  (four  divisions)  from  Hsiushui  to  Pingchiang 

to  undertake  a  delaying  action,  but  was  prevented  from  doing  this  by 

2 

the  diversionary  action  of  the  11th  Army  units  in  the  Nanchang  area. 

Talking  advantage  of  the  favorable  position  secured  by  the  3d 
Division,  the  Army  endeavored  to  quickly  encircle  the  Chinese  37th 
Amy  but  v/as  unable  to  do  this  because  it  was  found  impossible  to 
ford  the  Ku  Shui.  The  6th  and  40th  Divisions,  therefore,  built 
bridges  across  the  river  and  from  the  morning  of  the  29th,  began  to 
cross  the  river.  As  soon  as  they  had  advanced  to  the  southern  bank, 
the  two  divisions  launched  offensives  against  the  enemy  without  wait¬ 
ing  for  their  entire  forces  tb  cross  the  river. 

The  3d  Division  was  ordered  to  skirt  the  northern  side  of  Mt 
Tamoshan  and  attack  the  left  flank  of  the  Chinese  37th  Army,  the 
6th  Division  was  to  press  the  eneny  Stong  a  line  running  from  Mt 
Mashihshan  (12  km  south  of  Hsinshih)  to  Mt  Taohuashan  (8  km  south¬ 
east  of  Hsinshih)  and  the  40th  Division  was  to  attack  the  eneny  to 
the  east  of  Mb  Taohuashan. 

On  30  December,  the  3d  Division  advanced  along  the  road  from 
Taniangchiao  (10  km  south  of  Kueii)  to  Hsinkaishih  (about  5  km  south- 
southwest  of  Mt  Mashihshan)  and  soon  occupied  the  town  of  Hsinkaishih. 
In  concert  with  the  advance  of  the  3d  Division,  the  6th  and  40th  Di- 


2.  See  page  73, 
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visions  attacked  and  broke  through  the  enen^r  lines  one  by  one  and 
pressed  the  main  force  of  the  37th  Arngr  back  into  the  mountain 
regions  to  the  east. 

The  9th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade,  v4iich  had  arrived  near  Yo- 
yang  by  the  29th,  was  ordered  to  guard  the  left  flank  and  rear  of 
the  Armj  in  the  area  to  the  north  of  the  Ku  Shui.  The  Brigade 
rushed  its  forces  tov/ard  Kuanwangchiao  and,  augmented  by  the  Sawa 
Detachment  (which  had  been  placed  under  its  command),  on  2  lranuai7 
began  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Kuanwangchiao  from  the  southern  section 
as  well  as  from  Sanchiangkou  to  Chuangshuchiao  (5  km  southeast  of 
Kuanwangchiao)  and  succeeded  in  beating  them  far  back  to  the  east. 

After  the  fall  of  Hong  Kong  on  25  December,  the  energy  forces 
that  had  been  moving  into  the  eastern  sector  of -  Canton  apparently 
gave  up  their  plans  to  launch  an  offensive.,  Japanese  intelligence 
revealed  that  the  Ibh  Army  had  been  restored  to  the  9th  %r*iSector 
Army  and  ordered  to  assemble  near  Chuchou  by  1  January. 

Changsha  at  that  time  seemed  to  be  inadequately  defend^. 

Japanese  intelligence  reported  that  the  Chinese  had  assigned,  only  a 

partial  force  of  the  10th  Amy  to  guard  the  city  ?dthout  sufficient 

3 

relief  troops  to  resist  attacks.  The  time,  therefore,  seemed  op- 

3*  It  was  learned  later  that  the  Chinese  had  planned  to  advance 
the  26th  and  73d  Armies  from  the  6th  War  Sector  and  the  4th,  74th  and 
79th  Armies  from  Kwangsi  and  Kwangtung  Provinces  to  a  line  near  the 
Liuyang  Ho  by  5  January.  The  20th,  58th,  78th  and  99th  Armies  were 
also  moving  south  from  north  of  the  laotao  Ho  at  that  time. 
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portune  for  the  Japanese  forces  to  capture  Changsha  arKi  add  to  the 
gains  of  the  present  operation.  On  the  night  of  29  .December,  the 
3d  Division  was  ordered  to  pursue  the  enemy  the  following  day.  It 
was  to  skirt  around  the  eastern  side  of  Mt  Tamoshan  and  drive  toward 
Changsha.  The  main  force  of  the  6th  Division,  after  routing  the  37th 
Army,  was  to  advance  to  Langlishih  (8  km  east  of  Changsha)  while  a 
partial  force  was  to  advance  direct  to  Changsha.  The  40th  Division 
was  ordered  to  use  part  of  its  force  to  capture  Wushihchien  (6  km 
southeast  of  Changlochieh)  and  its  main  force  was  to  advance  to  Chin- 
ching  by  way  of  Mafengtsui  (lO  km,  north-northwest  of  Chinching). 

At  dawn  on  the  30th,  the  3d  Division  began  its  pursuit  of  the 
retreating  enemy.  The  Division  advanced  in  three ^ columns,  pressing 
the  enemy  toward  the  Liuyang  Ho.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  the 
left  column  forded  the  river  at  Lichiachung  and,  by  nightfall,  the 
main  force  of  the  Division  had  crossed  the  river.  On  1  January,  the 
Division  launched  an  attack  against  tbe  enemy  in  the  southeastern 
outskirts  of  Changsha  castle  and,  in  spite  of  stubborn  resistance  by 
the  defenders,  succeeded  in  infiltrating  into  the  castle.  However, 
the  three  divisions  of  the  Chinese  lOth  Amy  that  were  defending  the 
castle  continued  to  resist  so  strongly  that  the  Japanese  forces  vjere 
unable  to  push  their  drive  any  further.  In  the  evening  of  2  January 
the  11th  Arny  committed  troops  of  the  6th  Division,  supported  by  the 
1st  Air  Brigade,  to  the  attack  and  besieging  the  castle  on  three 
sides  (north,  south  and  east)  renewed  their  efforts  to  overcome  the 


defenders.  By  dusk 'of  the  4th,  the  Japanese  forces  had  occupied 
all  the  important  points  of  the  city  and  had  finished  mopping  up 
the  enengr.  • 

By  1  January,  the  40th  Division  had  advanced  to  the  vicinity 
of  Chinching  and  early  the  following  day  they  attacked  and  occupied 
the  southeastern  highland  near  Panmaotien  (about  4  km  north-north.~ 
east  of  Chinching).  There  they  made  preparations  to  strike  the 
Chinese  37th  Aray  which  had  fallen  back  to  the  southern  area  of 
Putang.  The  eneny  made  persistent  sorties  out  of  Phtang  but  was 
beaten  backi.  -  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ 

On  2  January,  the  40th  Division  received  orders  to  occupy  the 
narrow  passage  to  the  north  of  Chinching  and  to  assemble  its  main 
force  near  Chinching  in  order  to  cover  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the 
Amy.  At  the  same  time >  it  was  ordered  to  prepare  for  a  further 
advance.  On  the  ni^t  of  the  3d,  therefore,  the  Division  began  to 
assemble  its  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Mt  Tapashan  (4  km  west  of 
Chinching).  Ihlle  assembling  they  une3q3ecte<ily  encountered  the 
Chinese  95th  Division  which  was  moving  southeastward  from  Huamenlou* 
While  engaged  Tdth  this  force  they  were  attacked  from  the  rear  by 
small  forces  that  were  making  sorties  out  of  Chinching.  By  the 
evening  of  the  4th,  they  had  succeeded  in  beating  back  the  eneny 
that  menaced  them  from  the  rear  and  late  that  night  they  launched 
an  attack  and  destroyed  the  enemy  northwest  of  Mb  Tapashan. 

On  2  January  also  the  11th  Army  issued  an  order  to  the  Sawa 
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Detachment  to  resume  its  previous  mission.  At  the  same  time,  in 
order  to  support  the  Arcg^’s  vdthdrawal,  it  ordered  the  9th  Independ¬ 
ent  Mixed  Brigade  to  move  toward  Malinshih,  10  kilometers  west- 
southwest  of  Chinching.  Accordingly,  the  Brigade  pressed  southward 
by  way  of  (2ianglochieh,  overcoming  local  enengr  troops  who  tried  to 
check  iiieir  advance.  On  the  way,  the  Brigade  incorporated  into  its 
command  the  Sawa  Detachment  which  was  following  it  closely.  On  6 
January,  they  occupied  Fulinpu. 

Reverse  Turn  After  2d  Changsha  Operation  (Map  7) 

As  the  nth  Army  had  achieved  its  primary  mission  of  supporting 
the  operation  of  the  23d  Army  by  diverting  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
to  CJhangsha  and  driving  the  ©nen^r  out  of  the  major  part  of  Changsha 
city,  on  4  January  it  was  decided  to  withdraw  the  forces  from  the 
city. 

Accordingly,  the  folloi’;ing  orders  were  issued  to  its  troops; 

On  the  morning  of  4  January,  the  40th  Divi¬ 
sion,  leaving  part  of  its  force  in  the  vicinity 
of  Chinching  to  cover  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the 
Army,  will  advance  its  main  force  to  Chunhuashan, 

8  Idlometers  north-northwest  of  Tunganshih  to 
facilitate  the  v/ithdraival  of  the  Arny. 

The  9th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  vdll  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  vicinity  of  ilalinshih  and  support 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Ar^iy. 

The  Tozono  Detachment  (which  will  arrive  at 
Yoyaag  by  5  January)  T/ill  immediately  press  for¬ 
ward  to  the  vicinity  of  Hsinkaishih  and  oppose 
any  eneny  force  that  may  threaten  the  withdraifal 
of  the  Army. 

The  Army’ s  main  force  will  cross  the  Liuyang 
Ho  at  Langlishih  and  assemble  its  strength  on  the 
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northern  back  of  the  rlirer.  The  3d  DiTision 
will  then  proceed  by  the  Malinshih“Ful3jipu-- 
Pifukungshih  road,  (6  kilometers  east  of  Hsin- 
shih),  while  the  6th  Division  will  proceed  by 
the  Malinshih~Lichiao-Hsinshih  road  (5  kilo¬ 
meters  east  of  the  Fulinpu) . 

In  executing  this  order,  the  ijOth  Division  struck  first  at  the 
eneny  on  the  highland  west  of  Mt  Tapashan.  By  the  5th,  its  main 
force  had  reached  Chunhuashan.  On  the  night  of  the  6th,  in  order  to 
divert  the  Chinese  ‘J&th  Arcy,  it  moved  into  the  western  sector  of 
Chunhuashan. 

The  9th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  reached  Fulinpu  by  dawn  of 
the  6th  when  it  struck  at  the  Chinese  ^th  and  5Sth  Armies,  isfeich 
occupied  the  X'^estern  mountain  region  of  Fulinpu  and  threatened  to 
cut  off  the  route  of  withdrav?al  of  the  Army.  On  the  same  day,  the 
Brigade  occupied  Fulinpu  and  successful  supported  the  withdrawal  of 
the  main  force  of  the  Army. 

On  the  6th,  the  Tozono  Detachment  left  Yoyang  and  by  the  9th 
had  advanced  to  the  northern  section  of  Hsinkaishih.  There  it  at- 
tacked  the  Chinese  99th  Arny  and  covered  the  withdrawal  of  the  Army. 
On  the  nth,  the  Detachment  broke  away  from  the  eneny.  At  that  time 
it  came  under  the  command  of  the  3d  Division. 

The  main  force  of  the  Arny  started  to  withdraw  after  dusk  on 
4  January.  Tlie  6th  Division  successfully  crossed  the  Lixyang  Ho 
hj  a  preestablished  bridge  at  Langlishih  but  the  3d  Division  was 
halted  in  its  withdrawal  by  eneny  forces  already  occupying  the  river- 
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crossing  point  at  Lichiachung,  five  kilometers  south  of  Langlishih. 
The  3d  Division  retired  under  en®:y  fire  toward  Langlishih  where  it 
crossed  the  river  and,  by  uddnight  on  the  5th,  had  assembled  on  the 
northern  bank  of  the  river. 

The  two  divisions  then  followed  the  predetermined  routes  of 
Y^ithdrawal  but  at  Lichiao  the  6th  Division  faced  another  setback  as 
the  enen^^  had  alreat^'-  occupied  the  tovm  and  the  73d  and  99th  Armies 
were  threatening  to  enter  the  area  east  of  Mt  Tamoshan,  the  mountain 
region  west  of  lichiao  and  the  area  to  the  northeast.  To  cope  Yith 
thi,s  situation,  on  the  night  of  the  0th ,  the  Arngr  ordered  the  6th 
Division  to  change  its  course  of  withdrawal  to  Fulitipu  and,  on  the, 
loth,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  vdthdrawal,  the  main  force  of  the 
Army  prepared  to  attack  the  enemy  in  this  area.  The  6th  Division, 
however,  with  the  close  and  active  cooperation  of  the  air  units, 
managed  to  withdraw  fighting  its  way  through  enejjy  resistance.  The 
Araiy,  abandoning  the  offensive,  sent  the  3d  Division  to  meet  the 
troops  of  the  6th  Division  at  a  line  stretching  from  Mt  Hashihshan, 

6  kilometers  north-northwest  of  Fulinpu  to  Mt  Piaofengshan,  three 
kilometers  east  of  Mt  l^ashihshan. 

On  the  7th,  the  AOth  Division,  timing  its  movement  with  the 
arrival  of  the  3d  Division  at  the  bank  of  the  Laotao  Ko,  commenced 
its  Yvithdrawal  and,  beating  off  the  eneny’s  intercepting  actions  en 
route,  retired  by  nightfall  of  8  January  to  Shiangpichiao ,  about  3 


kilometers  southeast  of  Fulinpu. 

From  the  6th,  the  Independent  ISxed  Brigade  had  been  firm¬ 
ly  holding  Fulinpu,  fighting  off  recurrent  attacks  from  the  west  by 
a  superior  enemy  force.  With  the  arrival  of  the  6th  Division  at 
Fulinpu,  the  Brigade  began  to  withdraw  its  troops  on  11  January  and, 
by  the  following  day,  had  arrived  at  the  Ea  Shui. 

The  withdrawal  was  carried  out  under  considerable  hardship. 

Not  only  did  the  Japanese  forces  have  to  fight  off  persistent  as¬ 
saults  from  large  enemy  forces  -  from  the  ni^t  of  U  January  nine 
armies  and  more  than  twenty  divisions  had  swarmed  the  battle  areas 
and  attacked  the  withdrawing  troops  -  but  they  had  also  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  escort  a  large  number  of  casualties  and  rear  service  units. 
The  enemy,  however,  relinquished  the  pursuit  near  Mt  Yingchushan, 
six  kilometers  northjvest  of  Ksinicaishih. 

By  the  13th,  the  11th  Army  had  regrouped  its  forces  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Ku  Shui,  and,  on  the  14th,  it  again  began  to  move 
northward.  Fitting  off  minor  attacks  on  the  way,  on  the  15th  the 
Army  reached  the  northern  banlc  of  the  Hsinchiang  Ho.  In  the  meantdme, 
the  Sawa  Detachment,  which  had  been  temporarily  under  the  command  of 
the  9th  Independent  llised  Brigade,  after  passing  Lanshihho,  4  kilo¬ 
meters  northeast  of  Hsinshih  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Ku  Shui,  was 
released  from  this  control  and  sent  forward  to  Fenchiachiao ,  10  kilo¬ 
meters  north  of  Changlochieh.  The  Tozono  Detachment,  which  on  the 
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11th  had  "been  placed  under  the  conmand  of  the  3<i  : Division,  on  the 
12th  Tsdien  they  passed  Lanshihho  was  restored  to  the  direct  coimmancl 
of  the  Army.  The  Detachment  then  was  sent  to  Fenchiachiao  to  covey 
the  left  flank;  and  rear  of  the  withdraTving  Array. 

Throu^out  this  operation,  the  1st  Air  Brigade  gave  very  ef¬ 
fective  cooperation  to  the  land  forces,  especially  in  the  capture 
Of  Changsha  arid  in  the  accomplishment/  of  the  difficult  withdrawal 
of  the  Army.  3h  the  early  phase  of  the  operation  the  Air  Brigade 
made  sorties  with  its  44th  Air  Eegiment  (reconnaissance)  but  after  ^ 
Januaiy  the  whole  force  of  the  brigade  participated  in  the  operation, 
affording  valuable  assistance  to  the  land  forces. 

Progress  of  Battle  in  the  Eastern  District 
of  the  9th  War  Sector 

In  concert  with  the  Changsha  Operation,  the  11th  Arny  ordered 
the  34th  Division  and  the  14th  Independent  Brigade  to  strike  the 
confronting  enemy  with  their  most  powerftal  elements  about  24  December. 

Approximately  six  infantry  battalions  of  the  34th  Division  were 
ordered  to  attack  the  newly  organized  eneray  3d  Array  located  south¬ 
west  of  Hanchang.  By  dusk  of  23  December,  the  main  attacking  force 
was  assembled  northeast  of  Hsishanv?enshoukung,  2?  kilometers  south¬ 
west  of  Nanchang  with  part  of  their  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Ani. 

On  the  24th,  they  started  to  advance  and  after  smashing  the  eneny ’ s 
main  positions  north  of  Kaoan,  on  the  night  of  the  27th  capturer 
Kaoan.  Using  Kaoan  and  the  sectors  to  the  northwest  as  their  base 


the  troop?  +-hffri;iviped^^  reamants  of  the  enemy  lii  the  neighbor¬ 

hood  and  destroyed  their  military  installations.  On  the  30th,  they 
advanced  farther  ;*/est,  smashing  enemy  resistance  en  route,  and  with 
part  of  their  strength  struck  the;  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Shanchia- 
hsU:  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Chin  Chiang,  15:  kiloieters  east  of 
Kapan:.  Having  inflicted  a  he  ary  blow  to  the  Chinese  3d  Army,  on;  3 
January,  in  accordance  with  ArDy  ordersi  the  Division  began  to  With¬ 
draw  and,  by  the  7th,  had  returned  to  its  briginal  station. 

The  lifth  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  sent  four  infantry  battalions 
on  a  diversionary  mi.ssion  against  the  30th  Ariiy  Group  which  was  then 
on  its  way  to  the  Pingchiang  area  and  prevented  the  enemy  from  reach¬ 
ing  Pingchiang.  On  23  December  the  Brigade  left  Jochi  to  Strike  the 
enemy  in  the  Santu  area.  After  breaking  through  three  lines  of 
enemy  defense  :;positions  on  the  way,  on  the  29th  they  captured  Santu. 
Here  they,  fought  of f  persistent  enemy  attempts  to  recapture  the  city 
and  finally  wiped  out  all  eneny  forces  in  the  adjacent  area. 

By  order  of  the  11th  Ariiy,  on  1  January  the  Brigade  began  to 
Tiithdraw  its  troops  and,  by  the  4th,  it  had 'returned  to  the  vicinity 
of  Jochi.  : 

Battle  in  the  Northern  Area  of  -.r.-;  Ig-aatge  River 

Assuming  that  the  enery  v;ould  strilce  from  the  5th  and  6th  '4''ar 
Sectors  in  order  to  divert  the  Japanese  Arraj’^’s  attention  from  the 
operation  in  the  area  south  of  the  Yangtse  River,  the  11th  Arcy 
ordered  its  troops  stationed  north  of  the  river  to  preioare  for  battle. 
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These  troops,  therefore,  took  the  initiative  and  ESde  sorties 
to  strike  and  destroy  the  eneay  forces  after  decoying  them  into  the 
range  of  effective  attack. - 

The  18th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  dispatched  three  infantry 
battalions,  which  were  assembled  in  the  vicinity  of  Chunghsiang  and 
Huangchiachi  (33,  kilometers  north-northeast  of  Chunghsiang)  and  at 

ni^tfall,  of  24  December,  after  driving  off  all  enemy  security  units 

* 

on  the  way,  they  approached  enemy  positions  established  on  both 
tracts  of  the  Kuan  Chuan.  On  the  25th,  the  battalions  broke  through 

'  y  ■ 

these  positions  and  pressed  onvrard  to  Ghangchiachi,  35  kilonieters 
north  of  Huangchiachi.  After  overcoming  the  eneny  located  in  this 
area,  on  the  27th,  they  returned  to  Huangchiachi. 

In  concert  with  the  operation  of  the  18th  Independent  Mixed 
Brigade,  the  39fch  Division  had  held  a  force  ready  to  dispatch  to 
the  Hsiangtuhg  area.  However,  as  the  Brigade  successfully  conclud¬ 
ed  its  operation  on  2?  December,  the  Division  changed  its  plan  and 
assembled  its  force  of  five  infantry  battalions  and  three  artillery 
battalions  near  Laichiatsi,  2G  kilometers  north  of  Kingmen  and  at 
Kuanyinssu,  25  kilometers  west-northwest  of  Kingmen.  On  30  December, 
this  force  laxmched  an  attack  against  the  Chinese  132d  Division  and, 
on  the  31st,  completely  enveloped  their  main  base  at  Tungkung,  32 
kilometers  north  of  Kuan3rins3u.  This  operation  proved  futile,  hotv- 
ever,  as  the  eneny  had  already  withdraw  from  Tungkung.  The  Division 
then  turned  the  spearhead  of  its  advance  toward  the  .Chinese  179th  Di- 
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vision,  located  near  Yangping,  three  kilometers  north  of  Yuanan. 

On  2  January  they  attacked  the'  Chinese,  from  the  rear.  The  eneny 
fled  into  the  western  mountains' without  offering  ma^jor  resistance. 
After  nmpping-up  the  eneity  remaining  in  the  area,  the  Division 
returned  to  its  original  station. 

Around  26  December  there  were  growing  indications  that  the 
enemy  was  about  to  take  the  offensive.  At  dusk  on  28  December, 
therefore,  in  order  to  take  the  initiative,  the  Japanese  13th  Divi¬ 
sion  assembled  a  powerful  force  near  Chienchiapo,  five  kilometers 
east  of  Ichang.  Between  that  date  and  8  January,  the  13th  Division 
destroyed  approximately  two  Chinese  divisions  ■which  sou^t  to  in¬ 
filtrate  their  lines .  Although  Chen  Cheng,  commander  of  the  Chinese 
forces,  tried  hard  to  resume  attacks  he  was  unsuccessful  and  the 
Division  continued  until  the  middle  of  the  month  to  destroy  the  enemy 
remaining  in  the  area. 

During  the  latter  part  of  December,  a  unit  of  the  3d  Division 
composed  of  approximately  six  infantry  battalions  and  one  field 
artillery  battalion,  successfully  pushed  back  the  Chinese  27th  Di'vi- 
sion  which  attacked  them  from  Suihsien.  They  were  also  subjected  to 
several  minor  attacks  from- other  d:u,',}ct ions  but  successfully  pushed 
them  back. 

The  objective  of  the  second  Changsha  Operation  was  to  support 
the  J^d  Amy*  s  operation  against  Ifong  Kong  by  preventing  the  Chinese 
from  reinforcing  that  area.  However,  the  operation  was  not  begun 
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until  the.  day  before  the  fall  of  Hong  Kb ng.  Under  these  circuia- 
stances,  the  Chinese  were  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  reinforc¬ 
ing  Hong  Kong  and  could  freely  assemble  their  fighting  strength  in 
the  Changsha  area.  In  addition,  the  operational  strength  of  the 
Japanese  forces  was  one-third  less  than  during  the  first  Changsha 
Operation  and  the  strength  of  the  eneijy  had  been  underestimated. 
Therefore,  during  the  latter  phase  of  the  operation,  although  they 
were  successful  in  the  outlying  areas,  the  Japanese  forces  were 
outnumbered  and,  in.  some  cases,  were  overcome  by  the  greater  Strength 
of  the  Chii.^se.  Japanese  casualties  during  this  operation  Were  1,591 
killed  and  4,412  wounded?  also  1,120  horses  were  killed  and  646  wound- 


4*  Information  in  regard  to  operations  of  the  11th  Army  in  this 
area  was  obtained  from  the  memoirs  of  General  Anami,  former  commander 
of  the  11th  Army. 


KILOMETERS 


AREA 


CHANGSHAd/* 

UUYANG^I^ 


bNANCHANG 


HANGCHOU 
YUHANGO  ^ 


AOHSI  NG^A.NQPfC'— 


CHIENTEoj 


PAITOUCHEN/ 


FENGHUA 


OCHENGHSIENG 


OHSINCHAt^G 


CHANQLOCHEN 


HSlAOCh?HKOU 


TUCHANG 


CANTON*' 


TSUNGHUA 

'y///A  > 


SHOUCHANG 


ZoTUNGYANG 
»iAOSHUNCH£N 


POYANG  — 


TANGCHI 

H.UNQYU 


OYUNGKANG 


rCHUHSIEN 


NANCHANG 


o  KSIENFOUSHIH 


WANSHECHIEH 


CHINHSIEN 


SHAFOUTAN 


SHANGJAO^ 


HENGFENG 


rCHIANGSHAN 


oSHIHMENSHIH 

SUiCHANGo 


;JgTANCHEN''*C?®^^^^ 


oKUANGFENG 


TENGCHIAFOU 


o  SANCHIANGKOU 


TUNGHSIANG 


,  oYUNSHANSHIH 


TSENGTSUN  TUCHIAWEf 


KILOMETERS 


[5YUANTANHSU 


r  /*  jOTiAoruNG  o  oi 

CHANG -I  O  CHANPINQHSUx 

SHUCHENG  HSrUTSAIF^U  ^ 

PAIPO^  /  ( 

^  CHUNGJEN  P*“*C*^* 

SV*Jt  '  ^  * 

AIHUANG 

iHUANO  SHUt-*/ 


oUNCHUAN  o  CHINCH! 
^^..OWUWAN 


TSUNGHUA 


CANTONS 


^oSUNGYANOi 


pNANCHENG 


HONG  KONG 


^//A^A/cs* 


YUNGCHIA  < 


^^aniANG  oWANCHIHCHEN|>-,^  ^ 

I  it.niMiNO  oHSUANCHENG^wjA 

KUANGTEo 

CHANCSING 

5  lo  20  y 


SHANGHAI  \ 


KILOMETERS 


HANGCHOU 


CHAPTER  3 


cmpTEa  % 

Chekiang-Klangsl  (^ration 
General  Sitiaation  Prior  to  the  Operation 

The  Nationalist  resorted  to  gxierilla  tactics  and  persist¬ 
ently  conducted  this  type  of  warfare ,  During  the  early  part  of 
April  19liZ  a  part  of  the  Chinese  32d  Army  Group  and  the  23d  Army 
Group  infiltrated  the  Hsuancheng-Kuangte  area  facing  the  area  oc¬ 
cupied  by  the  Japanese  13th  Array,  di  20  April,  the  13th  Aira^r  order¬ 
ed  a  pincer  movement  to  be  begun  on  2$  April  against  the  eneny  in 
the  Tichiang  and  Changsing  areas* 

At  this  time,  with  few  exceptions,  the  first  phase  of  the  oper¬ 
ations  in  the  Pacific  theater  was  completed.  On  18  April,  however, 
the  United  States  Air  Force  had  carried  out  unexpected  attacks  on 
Japan  from  an  aircraft  carrier  aixi,  after  its  bombing  run,  this  at¬ 
tacking  force  had  made  its  way  to  the  China  mainland.  Imperial 
General  Headquarters  contemplating  future  raids  on  the  Homeland 
from  air  bases  and  carriers  in  the  Pacific,  as  well  as  from  bases 
on  continental  China,  with  the  raiding  units  terminating  their  flights 
in  China,  foresaw  that  air  bases  in  the  Chekiang  area  could  be  used 
to  advantage  by  the  enemy.  It,  therefore,  ordered  the  China  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Amy  to  cease  its  operations  in  the  Kuangte  area  and 
direct  its  efforts  toward  the  destruction  of  enemy  air  bases  in  the 
Chekiang  area* 
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The  Chinese  had  disposed  the  3d  V^ar  Sector  Army  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Yuhan  Dou,  in  the  eastern  sector  of  Poyang  Hu.  With  the 
sudden  opening  of  hostilities  in  the  Pacific  area,  the  enemy  realized 
the  great  value  of  this  area  and  sent  two  armies^  to  supplement  this 
force,  the  total  Chinese  strength  in  the  area  was  then  approximate¬ 
ly  260,000  men  -  33  divisions  and  three  brigades. 

The  Japanese  13th  Army  (five  divisions  and  two  independent  mixed 
brigades),  disposed  in  the  region  along  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Yangtze  River  with  the  mission  of  defending  the  area  east  of  and  in¬ 
cluding  Hukou  and  Poyang  Hu,  was  constantly  harassed  by  guerrilla 
attacks.  (Map  8) 

In  the  Wuchang-Hankou  area,  the  Japanese  llthi  Army  (eight  di¬ 
visions  of  v;hich  two  had  been  reorganized  from  independent  mixed 
brigades  in  February  1942)  was  faced  by  an  eneny  force  of  approximate¬ 
ly  94  divisions  (the  9th  War  Sector  Army  with  approximately  33  divi¬ 
sions,  the  6th  War  Sector  Army  with  approximately  22  divisions  and 
the  5th  War  Sector  Army  with  approximately  39  divisions). 

The  Japanese  Air  Force  in  China  did  not  exceed  two  reconnaissance 
regiments,  two  reconnaissance  squadrons  and  one  fighter  squadron  under 
■the  command  of  the  1st  Air  Brigade  commander.  (Map  9) 


1.  These  two  armies  were  the  26th  Army,  which  had  been  sent 
.from  the  Sixth  War  Sector  to  the  9th  War  Sector  to  participate  in 
the  2d  Changsha  Operation  and  the  74th  Army,  which  had  been  sent 
from  Ewantung  Province  to  the  3d  War  Sector  to  participate  in  the 
Qiekiang-Kiangsi  Operation. 
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Operational  Commaiid 

On  21  April,  Imperial  General  Headquarters  reinforced  the 
China  Expeditionary  Aragr  with  one  heavy  and  one  light  bomber  regi¬ 
ment  . 

The  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Army  desired 
to  carry  out  operations  against  the  enemy  airfields  in  the  'Chekiang 
area  after  the '13th  Amy  (which  had  almost  completed  its  prepara¬ 
tions)  had  conducted  its  operation  in  the  Kuangte  area.  However, 
Imperial  General  Headquarters  ordered  that  the  campaign  against  the 
airfields  be  opened  immediately  and  during  the  latter  part  of  April 
drafted  the  folloi^ng  operational  plan: 

Objective: 

The  primary  mission  will  be  to  defeat 
the  enemy  in  the  Chekiang  area  and  to  de¬ 
stroy  the  air  bases  from  which  the  eneny 
might  conduct  aerial  raids  on  the  Japanese 
Homeland. 

Strength  to  be  Employed: 

The  main  force  of  the  13th  Army,  plus 
elements  of  the  11th  Army  and  the  North 
China  Area  Army.  The  total  strength  of  the 
force  will  be  approximately  40  infantry 
battalions  with  15  or  l6  artillery  battalions 
attached. 

Operational  Period: 

The  operation  will  be  commenced  as  soon 
as  possible.  It  is  estimated  that  the  in¬ 
itial  battle  will  be  fought  during  mid-May. 
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Outline  of  Operation: 

The  main  force  of  the  ArnQr  'will  attack 
and  defeat  the  enemy  along  the  Shaohsing  - 
Chuchi-Chinhua  road  while  an  element  will 
destroy  the  enejiy  along  the  Hangchou-Fu- 
yang-Lanchi  road.  After  occupying  Chinhua, 
the  Am^  will  advance  and  capture  the  areas 
around  Yushan  and  Lishtii.  Shangjao,  the  3d 
War  Sector  Army  headquarters,  will  be  captured. 

Ihe  captured  areas  will  be  occupied  for 
a  period  estimated  at  approximately  one  month. 

Airfields,  military  installations  and  impor¬ 
tant  lines  of  corarannication  will  be  totally 
destroyed. 

Separate  instructions  will  be  issued  in 
regard  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  moment  of 
withdrawal. 

At  the  same  time.  Imperial  General  Headquarters  issued  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order: 

The  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Army  will’  begin  the  operation  as 
soon  as  possible.  He  will  concentrate  on  the 
annihilation  of  the  enemy  and  the  destruction 
of  enemy  air  bases  in  the  Chekiang  area 
in  order  to  crush  the  enemy’s  plans  to  conduct 
aerial  raids  upon  the  Homeland  from,  this  area. 

In  addition  to  this  order,  the  foiJLowing  instructions  were 
issued: 

Ground  units  will  capture  the  air  bases 
in  the  Lishui,  Chuhsien  and  Yushan  areas. 

Other  air  strips  will  be  neutralised  by  our 
air  units  at  an  opportune  time. 

The  air  bases  mentioned  above  will  be 
secured  for  a  required  period  of  time.  The 
airfields,  togeth®?  with  the  accompanying 
military  installations  and  important  lines  of 
communication,  will  be  completely  destroyed. 

Such  matters  as  the  time  of  withdrawal 
will  be  directed  separately. 


Based  on  the  above  order  and  instructions,  the  China  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Arniy  drew  up  its  operational  plan.  The  plan  generally 
coincided  with  the  draft  from  Imperial  Genersil  Headquarters  but 
called  for  53  infantry  battalions  rather  than  the  AO  estimated,  in 
the  Imperial  General  Headquarters  plan.  Further,  it  set  a  minimum 
amount  of  time  for  preparations  in  the  vicinity  of  Chinhua  in  order 
to  complete  the  campaign  as  soon  as  possible.  The  main  force  of 
the  13th  Arny  was  to  commence  its  attack  against  the  eastern  flank 
of  the  enemy's  3d  War  Sector  Arny  from  Hangchou  on  15  A!ay  and  the 
eneny  air  bases  in  Chekiang  were  to  be  destroyed.  Part  of  the  11th 
Army,  in  coordination  with  the  13th  Army,  was  to  attack  the  western 
flank  of  the  eneity's  3d  Aimiy.  The  1st  Air  Brigade  was  to  attack 
eneny  air  bases  in  the  various  regions.  Troops  were  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  various  sectors  to  reinforce  the  13th  Army  as  follows; 


Dispatching 

Army 

Participating 
■  Group 

Strength  in 
Battalions 

' 

13th  Arny 

15th  Div 

11 

22d  Div 

9  , 

70th  Div 

6 

116th  Div 

,5  . 

Harada  Mixed 

Brig 

(17th  Div) 

3 

37 


Dispatching 

Army 

Participating 

Group 

Strength  in 
Battalions 

North  China 
Area  Army 

32iDiv 

9 

Kbzonoe 

Mixed  Brig 
(26th  Div) 

5 

nth  Army 

Kbno  Mixed  Brig 
(40th  Div) 

5 

Total 

5  Divisions 

3  Mixed 

Brigades 

53 

As  the  13th  Arn^  did  not  have  any  mobile  lines  of  communica¬ 
tion  units  tinder  its  command,  almost  all  essential  lines  of  communi¬ 
cation  units  from  the  various  armies,  especially  those  lines  of 
communication  units  under  the  direct  command  of  the  Expeditionary 
Arn^r,  were  attached  to  the  13th  Ariry. 

The  strength  to  be  employed  by  the  11th  Arny  during  this  oper¬ 
ation  was  as  follows: 


Participating 

Iftiits 

Strength  in 
■Battalions 

Remarks 

3d  Div 

9 

^34th  Div 

8 

Takehara  Det 

4 

Dispatched  from 
the  6th  Div 

Imai  Det 

3 

Dispatched  from 
the  40th  Div 

Ide  Det 

1 

Dispatched  from 
the  68th  Div 
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Participating 

Units 

Strength  in 
Battalions 

Remarks 

Hirano  Det 

'  ■  '  ^ 

Dispatched  from 
the  68th  Div 

Total 

26 

It  was  decided  that  the  13th  Army  would  begin  the  operation 
on  15  i&y  without  waiting  for  the  completion  of  concentration  of 
the  strength  from  north  China  and  that  the  11th  Army  would  initiate 
its  operation  at  the  end  of  ilay. 

The  China  Area  Fleet  agreed  to  use  part  of  the  Yangtze  Unit 
and  Shanghai  Area  Unit  as  well  as  marine  mits  to  carry  out  maneu¬ 
vers  in  the  Yungchia  coastal  area  and  the  Poyang  Hu  area  to  clear 
the  Chientang  Chiang  navigation  channel  of  harassing  eneny  forces 
and  to  patrol  the  Yangtze  River. 

Preparations  f (a:*  the  Operation 

The  13th  Army  planned  an  offensive  against  the  main  force  of 
the  Chinese  32d  Army  Group  and  part  of  the  23d  Amy  Group  lidiich  had 
advanced  to  the  Hsuancheng-Kuangte  area  during  early  April.  ^Tith 
the  116th  Division  and  the  Kono  Brigade  assembled  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tichiang  (50  km  southwest  of  Wuhu),  the  15th  Division  in  the 
?/anchihchen  area  (30  km  northxvest  of  Hsuancheng)  and  the  22d  Divi¬ 
sion  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ghangsing,  preparations  for  attacking 
the  eneiy  in  the  Hsuancheng-Kuangte  area  were  almost  completed. 
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However,  on  22  April,  three  days  before  the  attack  was  to  be  laxinch- 
ed.  Imperial  General  Headquarters  ordered  this  operation  be  suspended 
and  preparations  undertaken  for  an  attack  on  enemy  airfields  in  the 
Chekiang  area. 

As  it  was  necessary  to  undertake  this  latter  operation  with  the 
utmost  speed,  it  was  not  possible  to  work  out  detailed  plans  ahead 
of  time.  ■  At  the  end  of  April,  .the  13th  -A-rmy  began  to  concentrate 
its  forces  around  Hangchou  and  to  the  east  of  that  city  and,  by  13 
May,  had  assmbled  approximately  four  divisions  and  the  Kono  Bri¬ 
gade  in  this  area.  Units  from  the  North  China  Area  Ariry  were  unable 
to  concentrate  their  forces  by  13  May  and  concentration  continued 
aufter  the  commencement  of  the  operation.  Combat  units  from  the 
north  completed  their  concentration  on  23  IS&y* 

From  5  May,  part  of  the  Uth  Arny  conducted  the  Mieryang  Oper¬ 
ation,  approximately  100  km  west  by  southwest  of  Hankou.  It  rout¬ 
ed  the  Chinese  128th  Division  and  then  prepared  for  a  diversionary 
attack  to,  assist  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi  Operation. 

To  assist  the  11th  Arny  which  was  assembling  its  forces  in 
order  to  take  the  offensive,  about  mid-May  the  6th  Division  launch¬ 
ed  a  diversionary  attack  in  the  Yoyang  area.  About  27  Ifiay,  the 
Arny  completed  the  first  phase  of. the  concentration  of  its  attack¬ 
ing  force. 

The  1st  Air  Brigade  had  been  ordered  to  attack  the  airfields 
in  the  Chekiang  area.  In  order  to  reinforce  the  Brigade,  in  early 
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April,  the  Southern' ArEQr  was  ordered  to  send  the  62d  Heavy  and  90th 
Light  Boniber  Regiments  to  central  China.  These  boniber  regiments 
arrived  at  the  end  of  April  and  proceeded  to  bomb  the  eneny  airfields 
The  23d  Army  in  south  China  prepared  to  launch  a  diversionary 
attack  in  the  Tsunghua  and  Yuantanhsu  areas  in  coordination  with  the 
initial  offensive  of  the  11th  Army  in  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi  Oper¬ 
ation. 

Progress  of  13th  Array* s  Operation 

Prior  to  13  ^Jay,  the  13  th  Army  had  deployed  four  divisions  and 
one  brigade  in  an  area  of  approximately  150  km  extending  from  Tuhang 
to  Fenghua.  The  32d  Division,  ttiich  had  been  somewhat  dilatory  with 
its  unit  concentration,  was  disposed  as  the  Army's  rear  right  flank. 

It  was  understood  that  orders  had  been  issued  to  the  Chinese 
3d  War  Sector  Army  to  "diminish  the  Japanese  fighting  strength  by 
continuously  resisting  attacks  while  at  the  same  time  drawing  in, 
encircling  and  annihilating  their  offensive  force  in  a  decisive  bat¬ 
tle  in  the  Chuhsien  sector."  Their  lines  appeared  to  consist  of 
three  fortified  regions:  the  first  positions  were  in  the  vicinity 
of  Iwu,  the  second  formed  the  Lanchi-Chlnhua  line  and  the  third  were 
in  the  vicinity  of  Chuhsien. 

On  11  May,  the  Army  decided  to  advance  its  main  force  to  south 
of  Chuchi  and  southwest  of  Chenghsien  by  dusk  on  the  18th,  in  order 
to  destroy  the  eneny  in  the  fortified  regions  of  Iwu,  Paitouchen 
(30  km  north  of  Iwu)  and  Changlochen  (AO  km  northeast  of  Iwu).  The 


Il6th  Division  was  ordered  to  advance  along  the  Fuchun  Chiang. 

On  15  May  the  initial  offensive  was  launched  and  progressed 
faster  than  had  been  anticipated.  Under  the  circumstances  it  was 
decided  that  the  22d  Division  would  begin  to  deploy  its  forces 
from  the  19th  in  order  to  be  prepared  for  an  attack  on  enemy  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  vicinity  of  Iwu.  V^ith  the  retreat  of  the  Chinese  Pro¬ 
visional  9th  Army  in  the  Changlochen  area,  however,  the  13th  Army 
ordered  that 'preparations  be  begun  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  to 
rout  the  Chinese  main  strength  in  the  vicinity  of  Iwu  and  in  the 
area  east  of  Chinhua.  The  22d  Division  opened  its  attack  ahead  of 
time  at  1600  hours,  on  the  18th  and  the  various  other  divisions  be¬ 
gan  attacking  at  dawn  on  the  19th.  By  the  evening  of  the  22d  the 
Japanese  forces  had  occupied  the  sector  to  the  east  of  Chinhua  and 
the  enemy  had  gathered  its  remaining  force  to  strengthen  the  defense 
positions  in  the  Ghinhua-Lanchi  area.  (Map  lO) 

The  13th  Army  shifted  its  weight  to  the  right  flank  and  decided 
again  to  attack  the  eneny.  The  advance  of  the  11 6th  and  32d  Divi¬ 
sions  into  the  area  south  of  Chiente  was  accelerated.  The  15th  Di¬ 
vision  was  moved  from'the  Chinhua  front  to  the  Lanchi  front  and  the 
70th  Division  was  moved  from  the  left  flank  to  the  Chinhua  front. 
Each  Division  preceeded  as  ordered  and,  on  the  night  of  the  24th, 
the  ll6th  Division  assembled  to  the  south  of  Chiente,  the  15th' Divi¬ 
sion  to  the  north  of"  Lanchi  and  the  70th  Division  to  the  west  of 
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Hsiao shunchen.  The  22d  Division  then  moved  to  the  mountain  line  . 
north  of  Wui  and  prepared  to  launch  its  attack,  while  the  Kbno 
Brigade,  in  the  area  southeast  of  Chinhua,  prepared  to  pursue  the 
enerrQT. 

Reports  gathered  from  reconnaissance  planes  and  other  sources 
after  23  indicated  that  the  enengr  had  started  to  retreat  and 
had  no  intention  of  making  any  major  resistance.  On  the  evening 
of  the  24th,  therefore,  the  Arn^r  decided  to  pursue  the  eneny  to¬ 
ward  Chuhsien  without  halt  in  order  to  force  a  decisive  battle. 

The  3 2d  Division,  which  had-bsen  disposed  on, the  right  flank  of 
the  116th  Division  from  23  May,  faced  the  southwest  and,  on  the 
night  of  the  26th,  crossed  the  Fuchun  Chiang  in  a  northeasterly 
direction  from  Shouchang,  On  the  25th,  the  11 6th  Division  com¬ 
pleted  fording  the  Fuchun  Chiang  and,  on  the  26th,  advanced  into 
the  area  northwest  of  Lanchi. 

On  the  25th,  the  15th  Division  began  its  attack  on  the  eneny 
stronghold  at  Lanchi  and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  the 
70th  Division  attacked  the  eneany  in  Chinhua.  The  Kbno  Llixed  Bri¬ 
gade  advanced  into  the  region  east  of  Lungyu.  Also,  on  the  25th, 
the  22d  Division  captured  eneny  positions  in  the  area  southeast  of 
Tangchi. 

l-ftiile  the  battle  ‘situation  on  the  left  wing  was  extremely 
favorable,  enemy  resistance  on  the  Chinhua  and  Lanchi  fronts  had 
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been  underestimated.  Believing  that  there  was  a  great  possibility 

of  capturing  the  eneny  in  this  area,  at  1300  on  the  26th,  the  13th 

Army  ordered  its  forces  to  "capture  the  isolated  enemy  in  the 

Chinhua-Lanchi  region  and  simultaneously  to  continue  the  pursuit." 

/ 

Two  infantry  battalions  from  the  22d  Division  and  two  from  the  Kb no 
Mixed  Brigade  (both  left  wing  ixnits)  were  ordered  to  proceed  to¬ 
ward  Chinhua  and  cooperate,  with  the  70th  Division  in  capturing  the 
town. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  3d  War  Sector  Arny  had  concentrated 
its  main  force  in  the  vicinity  of  Chuhsien,  the  13th  Army  ordered  a 
change  from  pxirsuit  of  the  enemy  to  an  attack  on  prepared  positions 
in  the  vicinity  of  Lungyu. 

In  order  to  capture  the  enemy  fleeing  from  Chinhua  to  the  south 
and  to  prepare  for  the-  operation  against  Lishui,  the  Kbzonoe  liixed 
Brigade  was  directed  to  mop  up  the  enerajr  in  the  Yungkang  and  Wui 
areas.  However,  the  Brigade  was  delayed  in  assembling  and  did  not 
reach  the'area  south  of  Tungyang  until  26  May.  On  the  28th,  Lanchi 
and  Chinhua  capitulated.  On  the  29th,  the  70th  Division  was  crdered 
to  garrison  the  Lanchi  area,  and  the  15th  Division  was  ordered  to 
move  toward  the  area. north  of  Lungsm.  Other  divisions  had  already 
advanced  to  the  Lungsm  sector. 

At  this  time,  the  70th  Division  was  responsible  for  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  the  sectors  along  the  Chekiang-ICiangsi  railway,  east  of 


Lungyu  and  Chihhua,  ^tiile  the  Harada  Brigade  fias  responsible  for 
the  security  of  the  Fuchun  Chiang  area. 

The  main  force  of  the  3d.  War  Sector  Array  had  concentrated  its 
forces  in  the  neighborhood  of  Ghuhsien  and  it  was  evident  that  the 
enemy  intended  to  resist  stubbornly  in  this  area* 

The  Array  massed  its  main  force  on  the  left  wing  and  planned 
to  capture  Ghuhsien  by  penetrating  the  enengr  positions  from  both 
sides  of  the  town,  thus  captixring  and  annihilating  the  eneny  with 
one  stroke.  The  32d  and  ll6th  Divisions  were  ordered  to  laimch 
attacks  from  the  right  wing,,  that  is,  from  the  north  of  Ghuhsien 
while  the  Kono  Mixed  Brigade  and  the  15th  and  22d  Divisions  were 
to  launch  attacks  from  the  central  and  left  wings.  The  Kbzonoe 
ilixed  Brigade  was  sent  to  the  Lungsra  area  (temporarily  suspending 
the  Lishui  Operation)  to  prepare  for  flank  attacks  from  the  eneny's 
26th  Army  in  the  north  and  the  74th  Array  in  the  south. 

The  initial  attack  was  to  begin  on  3  June.  The  Japanese  forces 
were  instructed  to  move  forward  on  the  1st  and  to  have  attack  prepa¬ 
rations  completed  ty  the  ni^t  of  the  2d. 

The  attack,  as  planned,  commenced  on  3  June.  The  battle  situ¬ 
ation  progressed  favorably  and,  on  the  4th,  the  eneny  was  completely 
encircled.  However,  during  the  night  of  the  4th  there  was  a  sudden 

heavy  downpour  of  rain  Tfhich  swelled  the  rivers  and  enemy  reinforce- 


ments  appeared  to  arrive  from  the  south  and  the  southwest.  In 

spite  of  this  and  the  fact  that  the  eneny  resisted  stubbornly,  on 
\ 

7  June  Chuhsien  was  captured. 

The  Arny  then  decided  to  pursue  the  eneny  toward  Kuangfeng, 

The  Scno  Brigade  and  the  ll6th  Division  concentrated  their  troops 
in  the  vicinity  of  Chuhsien  while  the  32d,  15th  ard  22d  Divisions 
pursued  the  eneny.  Although  the  flood  retarded  the  progress  of 
the  pursuit,  on  12  June  the  32d  Division  seized  Xushan.  At  dawn 
on  the  14th,  the  22d  Division  captured  Kuangfeng  and  that  night 
occupied  Shangjao.  On  the  15th,  in  accordance  with  Arny  orders, 
the  15th  Division  occupied  Kuangfeng. 

On  20  May,  in  concert  with  the  principal  operation  of  captur¬ 
ing  Ghidisien,  the  Arny  planned  to  use  the  Kbzonoe  Brigade  to  at¬ 
tack  and  capture  Lishui.  During  the  operation. to  capture  Chuhsien 
'  the  Lishui  Operation  was  halted  temporarily.  On  16  June,  sub¬ 
sequent  to  the  successful  capture  of  Chuhsien,  the  Brigade  advanced 
toward  Lishui.  At  this  tim.e,  the  70th  Division  was  deployed  to, 
protect  the  rear  of  the  advancing  Brigade.  On  the  19th,  the  Bri¬ 
gade  assembled  near  f/ui.  On  the  22d,  it  left  this  area  and  on  the 
24th  captured  Lishui  and  its  airfield.  At  this  time  the  70th  Di¬ 
vision  dispatched  an  infantry  battalion  to  both  Wui  and  Yungkang 
to  serve  as  a  rear  guard. 

On  12  June,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  Eoqpedit ionary 


Arruy  reported  the  capture  of  Yushaa  and  Nancheng  to  Imperial  General 
Headquarters  and  reconmended  that  the  Ghekiang-Kiangsi  Operation  now 
be  undertaken  in  order  to  inflict  a  heavy  blow  on  the  enefry.  Im¬ 
perial  General  Headquarters  concurred  and  instructed  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Army  to  "conduct  the  operation 
in  the  region  east  of  Manchang  and,  if  necessary,  along  the  Ghekiang- 
Kiangsi  railroad."  On  30  June,  the  Yazu  Detachment  (t?/o  infantry 
battalions  as  a  nucleus  and  commanded  by  Maj  Gen  Yazu)  left  Shangjao. 
On  1  July,  having  penetrated  the  forces  confronting- it,  the  Yazu 
Detachment  joined  the  Iwanaga  Detacliment  of  the  11th  Army  at  Heng- 
feng. 

The  Navy  closely  cooperated  with  the  Army  to  keep  the  lines  of 
communicat-ion  clear  by  sweeping  mines  from  the  Fuchun  Chiang  and  by 
carrying  out  diversionary  actions  along  the  entire  coast  of  central 
and  southern  China. 

Progress  of  the  11th  Army’s  Operation 

On  27  l!ay,  the  11th  Arny  had  staged  the  first  phase  of  the 
concentration  of  its  main  force  in  the  region  along  the  left  bank 
of  the  Kan  Ho  but  just  before  launching  the  offensive  the  assembly 
area  was  shifted  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  The  Imai  and  Ide 
Detachments  were  concentrated  at  ?/anshechieh,  the  3d  Division  at 
Shafoutan  and  the  34th  Division  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hsiehfoushih. 

The  enemy  southeast  of  Nanchang  had  deployed  three  garrison 


groups  (militia)  in  Kiangsi  Province  between  the  Kan  Ho  and  the 
Fu  Ho  and  the  l(X)th  Ara^  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Fu  ifo. 

On  31  May,  after  sunset  the  Japanese  forces  began  fording  the 

Fu  Ho  from  the  concentration  area  of  the  second  phase  and  defeated 

$ 

the  enen^  on  both  banks  of  the  river.  By  night  of  3  June,  the  Army 
had  advanced  to  a  line  linking  Chinhsien,  Tunshanshih  and  the  west¬ 
ern  Linchu^  Mountains.  The  enemy,  without  putting  up  effective 
resistance,  retreated  to  the  south  and  southeast.  (Map  11) 

The  Chinese  79th  Army  of  the  9th  War  Sector  Amy  had  crossed 
the  Kan  Ho  and  advanced  in  an  easterly  direction.  On  4  June  they 
assembled  at  and  in  the  region  southwest  of  Ldnchuan.  Estimating 
that  this  amy  slight  try  to  join  forces  with  the  3d  War  Sector  Army, 
the  'llth  Army  decided  to  destroy  the  79th  Amy  in  the  region  south¬ 
west  of  ldnchuan.  On  3  June,  the  Iwanaga  Detachment,  with  three 
infantry  battalions  of  the  34th  Division  as  its  nucleus,  was  placed 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  11th  Army.  The  Detachment  moved 
along  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi  railway  and  directed  its  attack  against 
Tunghsi-ang.  The  main  force  of  the  11th  Army  was  so  disposed  as  to 
make  possible  the  shifting  of  men  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Fu  Ho. 

On  the  4th,  therefore,  the  Imai  and  Ide  Detachments  suppressed  enemy 
activities  in  the  Yinchihsu  and  Chanpinghsu  areas  and,  on  the  night 
of  the  same  day,  the  3d  Division  routed  the  eneny  and  captured 
ldnchuan.  On  the  ni^t  of  5  Jime,  the  34th  .Division  and  the  Take- 
hara  Detachment  advanced  to  the  area  south  of  Sanchiangkou .  Al- 
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though  part  of  the  Chinese  79th  Army  v/as  annihilated  in  the  area 
around  Idnchuan  its  main  force  was  believed  to  be  located  in 
Hsiutsaifou  and  the  region  between  Linchuan  and  Chungjen.  There¬ 
fore,  the  79th  Arngr’s  escape  routes  to  the  west  and  south^vest  were 
severed  and  11th  Army  units  deployed  to  destroy  the  enemy*  s  main 
force  southwest  of  Chanpinghsu.  The  3d  Division  advanced  along  the 
left  bank  of  the  Ihuang  Sh^^i  from  linchuan  and,  cooperating  ^vith 
the  Imai  Detachment,  wiped  out  the  enemy  in  that  area.  On  the  8th, 
part  of  the  division  severed  the  enemy  escape  routes  in  the  area 
around  C3aungjen.  The  main  force  of  the  34th  Division,  reinforced 
by  the  Ide  Detachment  upon  its  arrival  at  Sanchiangkou,  together 
with  the  Takshara  Detachment,  advanced  to  the  area  southwest  of 
the  Paimachai-Tuchiawei  line, 'thus  cutting  off  the  enemy's  escape 
route  in  this  region.  Between  6  and  8  June,  the  79th  Arny  was 
defeated  in  the  sector  between  Ghungjen  and  Linchuan  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Ihuang  Shui. 

On  7.  June,  the  13th  Army  captured  Chuhsien  and  then  prepared 
to  attack  Shangjao.  Realizing  the  importance  of  occupying  Nancheng 
and  lingtanchen  at  this  time,  on  the  night  of  9  June  the  China  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Arny  ordered  the  Uth  Army  to  capture  these  points. 
Thereupon,  the  11th  Amy  ordered  the  3d  Division  and  the  Takehara 
Detachment  to  pursue  the  enemy  toward  Nancheng.  After  mopping  up 
the  eneay  forces  remaining  along  the  western  bank  of  the  Ihiiang 
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Shui,  the  11th  Army-  concentrated  the  34th  Division  to  the  east  of 
Linchuan,  the  Ibiai  Detachment  at  Linchuan  and  the  Ide  Detachment  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sanchiangkou  and  made  these  three  units  responsible 
for  the  Army’s  rear  flank  and  'Sfater  routes. 

Receiving  a  report  on  9  June  that  the  scattered  Chinese  79th 
Army  was  gradually  assembiing  its  strength  in  the  vicinity  of  Nan- 
cheng,  the  3d  Division  and  Takehara  Detachment  set  out  in  pursuit 
of  the  enemy.  On  the  11th  and  12th,  these  units  annihilated  enemy 
forces  in  the  area  and  occupied  Nancheng  and  its  airfield. 

On  10  June,  the  Iwanaga  Detachment  occupied  Tengchiafou. 

As  the  Chinese  100th  Arny  had  captxired  the  Yingtanchen  sector 
along  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi  railway  line,  it  stood  in  the  way  of  the 
nth  Arny’s  eastward  advance  along  the  line.  The  11th  Army,  there¬ 
for^  having  attached  the  Iwanaga  Detachment  to  the  34th  Division, 
transferred  the  Division  from  Linchuan  to  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi 
railway  area  in  order  that  it  might  cooperate  vdth  the  13th  Army's 
campaigns.  At  the  same  time,  it  ordered  the  Takehara  Detachment  to 
maintain  Mancheng  and  the  3d  Division  to  concentrate  its  strength 


near  Chinchi  by  the  15th  and  await  further  orders. 

On  15  and  16  June,  the  34th  Division,  assisted  by  the  air  force, 
struck  at  the  enemy  between  Yingtanchen  .and  Kueichi  and,  on  the  l6th , 
captured  Kueichi. 

The  Iwanaga  Detachment  continued  to  advance  and  on  1  July  con¬ 
tacted  the  Yazu  Detachment  of  the  13th  Army  at  Hengf eng. 
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Temporary  Occupation  of  Tracts  along  the 
Chekiang-Kianasl  Railway 

In  order  to  destroy  and  prevent  the  reconstruction  of  enemy 
airfields  along  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi  railway,  and  to  transport  cap- 
tured  materials,  particularly  railway  material,  to  the  rear  area 
Imperial  General  Headquarters  planned  to  occupy  temporarily  the 
region  along  the  railway  line. 

At  this  time  the  13th  Army  had  only  one  railway  battalion 
under  its  command.  So  that  the  captured  materials  might  be  trans- 
ported  to  the  rear  area,  therefore.  Imperial  General  Headquarters 
transferred  three  railway  battalions  from  the  Ef/antung  Ariry  to  the 
13th  Army.  These  battalions  arrived  at 'Hangchou  about  the  middle 
of  June. 

For  the  purpose  of  strengthening  the. garrison  force,  during 
the  latter  part  of  June,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  Ex- 

j  ,  . 

peditionary  Army  reinforced  the  13th  Arny  v/ith  the  Kara  Detachment 

2 

(two  infantry  battalions)  from  the  North  China  Area  Army. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  period  of  occupation  of  the  Chekiang- 
ICiangsi  railway  area  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  supplies  to  the 

2.  The  basic  manuscript  shows  three  infantry  battalions.  The 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Army  actua.lly  ordered 
three  infantry  battalions  to  be  sent,  but  because  of  the  tense  situ¬ 
ation  in  north  China,  the  North  China  Area  Arrajr  was  able  to  send 
only  tv/o  infantry  battalions. 
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rear  area  would  be  approximately  one  month,  hovsever,  bad  weather 
and  other  factors  extended  the  required  period  of  occupation  to 
two  months. 

Garrisoning  and  Offensive  Operations 
by  the  13th  Army 

As  the  territory  occupied  by  the  13th  Arrry  increased,  the 
task  of  supervising  certain  sectors  was  gradually  placed  under  the 
command  of  the  divisions.  The  Arm^r  began  its  occupation  around  20 
June  and,  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  Shangjao,  the  following 
sectors  along  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi  railway  were  placed  under  the 
command  of  the  designated?divisions; 


22d  Division  ........  Vicinity  of  Shangjao 

32d  Division  .........  Vicinity  of  Yushan 

15th  Division  .......  Vicinity  of  Kuangfeng 

Kbno  Ifixed 

Brigade  . . .  Vicinity  of  Chiangshan 

ll6th  Division  ......  Vicinity  of  Chuhsien. and 

Lungyu 

70th  Division  . . .  The  Chekiang-ICiangsi 

railway  north  of  and 
including  the  Ghin- 
hua-Lanchi  sector. 

Harada  iELxed 


Brigade  . . Along  the  Fuchun  Chiang 

After  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Fuchun  Chiang 
Lines . of  Communication 
Unit  on  12  July,  the 
Brigade  concentrated 
its  strength  at .Lungyu, 
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The  Chinese  apparently  estimated  that^  as  in  the  past^  the 

Japanese  forces  would  withdraw  immediately  after  the  offensive. 

They,  therefore,  conducted  an  offensive  on  the  western  front  but 

were  repulsed.  On  the  other  fronts  and  within  the,  occupied  area 

there  v/ere  guerrilla  attacks  but  no  counterattacks  on  a  large  scale 

1 

were  undertaken.  ^During  this  time  the  13th  Ariry  successfully  con¬ 
ducted  the  Yungchia  and  Sun^ang  Operations,  destroyed  airfields 
and  other  military  installations  and  transported  confiscated  mate¬ 
rials  to  the  rear  area,  (i-Jap  12) 

Yungchia  Operation 

The  objectives  of  this  operation  were  to  destroy  the  trans¬ 
portation  routes  by  which  Chinese  junks,  as  well  as  British  and 
American  submarines,  were  smuggling  supplies  into  the  Chinese  and 
also  to  destroy  those  bases  at  which  these  submarines  were  being 
refuelled  and  replenished  by  the  Chinese. 

■  On  2  July,  the  13th  irny  ordered  the  Eozonoe  tfixed  Brigade  at 
Lishui  to  proceed  to  the  neighborhood  of  Yungchia  and  in  order  to 
protect  the  Brigade's  rear,  the  70th  Division  t'/as  ordered  to  main¬ 
tain  the  area  in  the  vicinity  of  Lishui. 

.  On  7  "^he  Brigade  (minus  one  infantry  battalion  and  one 

mountain  artillery  company)  left  Lishui  and,  destroying  the  eneny 
on  the  v/ay,  captured  Yungchia  on  the  Uth.  ,  At  the  same  time  the 
70th  Division  disposed  the  main  force  of  the  Nara  Detachment  in  the 
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vicinity  of  Lishui* 

On,  the  12th,  after  penetrating  vinderwater  obstacles  (including 
small  craft  which  had  been  sunk  by  the  floods)  the  Navy  landed  and 
destroyed  the  enemy  located  in  the  sector  below  Yungchia.  On  the 
l6th,,  it  began  clearing  the  hazardous  Ou  Chiang  for  navigation  and, 
by  the  20th,  the  sea  route  to  Yungchia  had  been  cleared. 

Sungyang  Operation 

This  operation  was  conducted  in  order  to  defeat  the  enemy  in 
the  Sungyang  area  and  to  destroy  the  remaining  enemy  bases  in  Che¬ 
kiang  Province. 

On  28  July,  in  accordance  with  13th  Army  orders,  the  Harada 
Mixed  Sfigade  (principally  composed  of  four  infantry  battalions) 
left  the  Lungyu  area  and,  on  1  August,  captured  Suichang.  The 

Brigade,  together  with  the  recently  attached  Nara  Detachment,  then 

'■  * 

initiated  a  pincer  movement  to  the  west  of  Sungyang  and,  on  3 
August,  captured  this  sector. 

In  order  that  confiscated  materials  might  be  transported  to 
the  rear  areas  as  expeditiously  as  possible  the  railways  had  to  be 
repaired.  Climatic  conditions  retarded  the  progress  of  this  work 
but  on  30  July  the  railways  were  finally  ready  for  use. 

Railway  oqtaipaent  located  east  of  Yushan  was  the  principal 
material  confiscated  and  in  order  to  transport  this  material  to  the 
area  west  of  Chinhua,  as  planned,  it  was  necessary  to  use  the 
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railways,  vehicles  and  civilian  vessels. 

The  destruction  of  airfields  vfas  assigned  to  the  follo^ving  di¬ 
visions:  Xushan  airfield,  22d  Division;  Ghuhsien  airfield,  ll6th 
Division  and  Lishui  airfield,  70th  Division.  Subsequent  to  the  oc¬ 
cupation  of  captured  areas,  the  divisions  began  the  destruction  of 
the  airfields  and  by  the  middle  of  August  had  completed  this  as¬ 
signment, 

lj.th  Ariny^s  Operation  in  the  Chekiang -Kiangsi  Area 

On  l6  June  the  11th  Army  captured  the  key  position  of  Kueichi 
on  the  Chekiang-Kiangsi  railway  line  and  ordered  the  34th  Division 
to  defend  the  area  along  the  railway.  In  order  to  prepare  for  any 
counterattacks  the  Army  deployed  the  3d  Division  in  the  vicinity  of 
"//uwan,  the  Takehara  Detachment  in  the  Kancheng  area,  the  Imai  Detach¬ 
ment  in  the  neighborhood  of  Linchuan  and  the  Ide  Detachment  near 
Sanchiangkou.  (Map  13) 

Prior  to  this,  the  Hirano  Detachment,  in  cooperation  vdth  the 
Navy,  made  an  assault  near  Tuchang  and,  on  15  June,  landed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Hsin  Ho.  The  Detachment  then  sailed, up  the  Hsln  Ho  and 
maintained  the  imter  route  in  the  lovrer  reaches  of  the  river  near 
Kueichi. ^  This  water  route  and  the  Pu  Ho  water  route  played  an  im¬ 
portant  role  in  the  transportation  of  material  during  the  occupation. 

With  the  failure  of  the  79th  Army  to  occupy  Linchuan,  Pi  Tueh, 
commander  of  the  9th  War  Sector  Army,  placed  the  5Sth  Arn^r  (two  di- 
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visions)  under  the  command  of  the  4th  Army  (3  divisions)  which 
during  the  latter  part  of  May  had  moved  eastward  from  Changsha  to 
Liuyang.  At  the  same  time,  he  issued  strict  orders  to  recapture 
Idnchuan.  During  the  latter  part  of  June  the  5Sth  Array  captured 
the  line  of  heights  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Fu  Ho,  west  of  Lin- 
chuan  and  the  4th  Army,  passing  along  the  east  bank  of  the  Ihuang 
Shui,  gradually  moved  in  on  Linchuan.  The  11th  Army  waited  for  an 
opportunity  to  counter  this  enemy  thrust.  The  4th  Army  began  to 
shift  into  defensive  positions  along  the  Linchuan-Tvuwan  sector  and, 
taking  advantage  of  this,  the  11th  Army  decided  to  destroy  the  eneiry. 
The  attack  opened  on  the  night  of  25  June. 

The  Takehara  Detachment  spearheaded  the  thrust  toward  Chungjen 
.and  cut  the  enemy  escape  route.  The  3d  Division,  after  seizing  the 
main  force  of  the  4th  Army  along  the  banlcs  of  the  Ihuang  Shui,  ad¬ 
vanced  toward  Chungjen,  while  the  Imai  Detachment  advanced  along 
the  Ihuang  Shui  to  Ihuang.  It  then  disposed  its  strength  in  this 
sector  in  order  to  cut  the  enemy's  escape  routes. 

The  11th  Arny  concentrated  its  siege  to  the  region  between 
Ihuang  and  Lichi  and,  by  the  30th,  had  annihilated  the  main  strength 
of  the  Chinese  4th  Arny. 

During  this  operation  the  Chinese  5Sth  Array  had  been  ordered  to 
attack  the  flanks  of  the  11th  Array,  but,  on  the  night  of  30  June,  the 
5Sth  Array  withdrew  to  a  line  running  from  north  to  south  of  Hsiutsai- 
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fou. 

Having  adjusted  its  fighting  strength  along  the  Ihuang  Shui, 
the  nth  Ariny  decided  to  use  the  3<i  Division  and  the  Takehara 
Detachment  to  destroy  the  58th  Army  which  was  then  retreating  from 
the  Chungjen  area.  The  3d  Division  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy 
at  Paimachai  and  Hsiutsaifou.  The  Takehara  Detachment,  after  de¬ 
stroying  the  eneiiy  in  the  Paipo  area,  was  to  advance  through  the 
Fengcheng  Shui  valley  into  the  Tsengtsun  sector.  Part  of  the  De¬ 
tachment  was  to  thrust  toward  Changshuchen  and  cut  the  enemy’s 
escape  routes. 

The  attacking  units  began  their  offensive  as  planned.  The 
enemy  in  the  Hsiutsaifou  area  stoutly  resisted  until  their  rear 
units  finally  began  to  retreat  to  the  Changshuchen  area.  The  11th 
Army  immediately  dispatched  units  from  the  Takehara  Detachment  and 
the  3d  Division  to  Changshuchen.  The  Ide  Detachment  also  partici- 
pated  in  this  engagement.  By  the  evening  of  6  July,  the  Uth  Army 
had  annihilated  the  main  force  of  the  5^b.  Army  in  the  area  east 
of  Chiaotung,  and  the  defeated  enemy  fled  to  the  distant  mountains. 

During  the  early  part  of  July,  the  Imai  Detachment  destroyed 
the  Kancheng  Airfield.  . 

About  mid- July,  the  Uth  Army  ordered  the  return  of  the  main 
force  of  the  3d  Division  and  the  Imai  and  Takehara  Detachments  to 
their  original  stations,  when  the  3d  Division  was  to  be  reorganized. 
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The  remaining  units  (cemposed  mainly  of  15  infantry  battalions  and 
7  mountain  artillery  battalions)  were  ordered  to  maintain  the  line 
from  the  vicinity  of  l¥uwan  along  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Fu  Ho, 
the  region  along  the  Chekiang-Eian'^'-l  railxfay  west  of  Kixeichi  and 
the  Hsin  Ho.  These  units  were  also  ordered  to  cooperate  with  the 
13th  Arn^r.  Upon  its  return,  the  Takehara  Detachment  took  up  posi¬ 
tions  in  the  neighborhood  of  Nanchang  as  an  Army  reserve  unit. 

Estimating  that  the  partial  withdrawal  of  Japanese  forces  meant 
a  withdrav/al  on  all  fronts,  the  enen^r  shifted  the  35th  Army  (v/hich 
had  been  facing  the  I3th  Army)  and  other  units  to  the  11th  Army 
front,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  became  active  along  this 
front . 

To  facilitate  future  withdrawals,  dtsring  the  early  part  of 
August,  the  11th  Arn^y  mopped  up  the  enengr  in  the  surrounding  dis¬ 
tricts,  especially  in  the  Tunghsiang~'?/mvan  sector. 

Reverse  Operation  ■ 

On  28  July,  Imperial  General  Headquarter  ordered  the  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Arny  to  maintain  key  points  in 
the  ChinhUa  sector  after  the  termination  of  the  campaign  in  Chekiang 
Province.  The  order  read  that  the  withdrawal  would  take  place  around 
20  August  but  that  a  force  would  remain  to  maintain  those  important 
regions  in  the  vicinity  of  Chinhua  from  which  such  ra?/  materials  as 
fluorite,  copper  and  tin  were  obtained.  Consideration  was  also  to 
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: be  given  to  the  conservation  of  manpower. 

Reverse  Movement  of  the  13tli  Arny 

Complying  with  this  order,  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China 
Expeditionary  Army  set  the  date  for  tha' commencement  of  the’  v^ith- 
drawal  as  19  August  and  ordered  the  13th  Arn^  to  provide  approxi¬ 
mately  one  division  for  the  occupation  of  the  Qhinhua  area.  The 
occupa.tion  zone  was  to  cover  an  area  from  Fuchuan  Chiang  in  the 
west  to  a  line  from  Lanchi  to  Chinhua,  Wui,  Hsinchang  and  Fenghua 
in  the  e,ast. 

The  :13th  Army  withdrawal  was  divided  into  txvo  phases.  In  the 
first  phase,  the  units  west  of  Chuhsien  were  to  be  concentrated' in 
the  neighborhood  of  Ghuhsien  and,  in  the  second  phase,  these  units 
were  to  shift  their:  concentration  from  Chuhsien  to  Chinhua.  The 
responsibility  for  the  Chinhua  region  was  entrusted  to  the  22d  Di- 
vision  and  that  for  Hangchou,  Ningpo  and  Chenghsien  regions  to  the 
Division. 

For  the  first  phase  of  the  withdrawal,  the  13th  Army  issued 
the  following  .orders  to  :-its  units  west  of  Chuhsien: 

Ia  .orier..to  establish  a  position  at  Lishux 
when  the' main  force  of  the  Arngr  concentrates  at 
Chuhsien^' on  15  August  the  Eozonoe  Mixed  Bri¬ 
gade  will  withdi'aw  from  Tungchia  toward  Lishui. 

The  ^no  Mixed  Brigade  will  move  south  to 
Shihinenshih  to  facilitkte  the  withdrawal  of  the 
15th  Division. 

The  22d  and  15th  Divisions  and  the  Sono 
Mixed  Brigade  will  withdraw  in  parallel 
lines,,  being  prepared  at  all  -  times  for 
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coiinterattacks . 

The  32d  DithLsion  will  withdraw  prior  to 
the  ??ithdrawal  of  the  22d  Division,  by  way  of 
the  latter's  route  of  advance. 

Between  24  and  25  August  ,  the  units  assenibled  without  mishap 
in  the  vicinity  of  Ghuhsien, 

The  plan  for  the  second  phase  of  the  withdrawal  was  that  the 
32d  Division,  which  was  to,  effect  its  withdrawal  first,  and  the  22d 
Division,  which  was  responsible  for  the  occupation  of  the^Chinhua 
region,  would  begin  to  withdraw  at  the  same  time  toward  the  Chinhua 
area.  The  ll6th  and  i5th  Divisions,  together  ?/ith  the  Ebno,  Harada 
and  Kbzonoe  Mixed  Brigades  would  make  a  parallel  withdrawal. 

On  26  August,  the  32d  and  22d  Divisions  began  their  withdrawal 
and,  by  the  29th,  their  strength  vms  concentrated  in  the  Chinhua 
region  along  both  banks  of/the  Ghu  Chiang.  The  other  units  began 
their  vdthdraY/al  on  2?  August  and  had  assembled  in  the  Ghinhua- 
Lanchi  sector  between  30  and  31  August. 

hhile  occupying  the  Chinhua  region,  the  22d  Division  was  en¬ 
trusted  with  the  additional  task  of  defending  the  Iwu-lui  area  where 
large  quantities  of  mineral  resoxirces  existed,  ' 

By  sad-Sept ember,  the  22d  Division  had,  in  general,  completed 
its  fortifications.  The  lines  of  fortifications  in  the  occupied 
territory  and  the  boundary  lines  bstv/een  the  22d  Division  and  the 
70th  Division  are  shown  on  Map  14* 
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Re-verse  Moversent  of  the  11th  Army 

In  accordance  -ivi-bh  orders  from  the  Qiina  Expeditionary  Army, 
the  nth  Amy  gradually  withdrevr  its  forces  from  the  first  line 
"Without  interference  from  the  eneiiy.  By  2?  August,  the  Army  had 
concentrated  its  main  forces  near  Nanchang. 

Casualties  During  Reverse  Operation 


The  casualties  sustained  during  this  operation  were; 


13  th  Arny 

nth  Amy 

Total 

Dead 

1,284 

356 

1,640 

2,76? 

949 

3,716 

Sick 

unknown 

Horses  Killed 

-  240 

2,561 

Sick  Horses 

2,411 

uriknovm 

Wounded  Horses 

462 

100 

Plan  to  Capture  S2ech??an  Province 
As  the  operations  in  the  south  had  progressed  satisfactorily 
and  by  spring  of  1942  the  objective  areas  had,  for  the  most  part, 
been  occupied.  Imperial  General  Headquarters  decided  to  investigate 
the  possibility  of  taking  advantage  of  the  favorable  situation. 

The  large  bases  for  supplies  and  reorganization  of  fighting 
strength  as  ivell  as  approximately  one-half  of  the  enemy’s  -war  pro¬ 
duction  enterprises  neve  located  in  Szechwan  Province.  This  area 
was  also  known  to  be  used  as  a  pool  for  American  air  force  streng,-bh. 
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It  was  estinated,  therefore,  that  if  the  Japanese  forces  could  deal 
a  heavy  blow  to  the  Chinese  Central  Arny  v^hich  guarded  this  area 
and,  at  the  same  time,  destroy  the  Chungking  Government's  bases  of 
resistance,  the  possibility  of  defeating  the  eneny  would  be  great. 

If  this  operation  were  successful,  even  though  the  enemy  might  not 
surrender,  their  position  would  be  only  that  of  a  local  government 
and  the  chances  of  promoting  a  settlement  of  the  China  Incident 
would  be  greatly  improved.  Furthermore,  by  occupying  this  area, 
any  attempt  by  the  British  or  American  air  forces  to  raid  the  Home- ' 
land  from  bases  in  China  cduld  be  frustrated. 

Imperial  General  Headquarters  regarded  this  as  an  important 
objective  both  because  it  could  bring  about  the  submission  of  the 
Chungking  Government  and  also  because  it  could  help  to  expand  the 
success  of  the  initial  phase  of  the  Pacific  ’Jar.  An  immediate  de¬ 
cision,  however,  could  not  be  made  due  to  the  changing  conditions 
both  in  Japan  and  abroad  as  well  as  to  the  indefinite  national 
strength. ,  Preparations  were  ordered  which  would  not  affect  other 
areas  to  any  great  e;<tent  as  it  was  considered  necessary  to  use 
every  opportunity  to  conduct  operations  against  China  when  the  over¬ 
all  situation  permitted. 

The  plan  reqiiired  the  annihilation  of  the  main  force  of  the 
Chinese  Central  Army,  the  capture  of  key  sectors  in  Szechwan  Pro¬ 
vince,  the  destruction  of  enemy  bases  of  resistance  and  the  acceler- 


122 


atajonof  the  submission  and  capitulation  of  the  Chungking  Govern¬ 
ment.  To  attain  these  objectives,  the  main  force  of  the  C'.ina  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Arny  from  the  Changan  area  and  an  element  from  the 
Ichang  area  were  to  advance  toward  the  Szechwan  Plains.  During 
this  period,  the  already  occupied  territories  were  to  be  maintained 
and  secured  with  the  minimum  strength  necessary.  Close  unity  was 
to  be  emphasized  between  the  operational  directives  and  the  ^lit- 
ical  and  propaganda  measures  to  be  taken  against  Chungking. 

It  was  planned  that  an  Area  Anny  from  south  Shansi  Province 
v;ith  approximately  ten  divisions  and  an  Arny  from  Ichang  area,  with 
approximately  six  divisions,  would  commence  their  attacks  in  the 
spring  of  1943 •  The  Area  Arny,  after  securing  the  Changan  area, 
was  to  advance  to  the  vicinity  of  Euangyuan  and  the  Arny  was  to 
advance  into  the  area  along  a  line  running  north  and  south  of  Wan- 
hsien.  With  the  completion  of  prepairations  in  these  areas,  the 
offensive  was  to  be  taken.  Chungking  and  Chengtu  were  to  be  oc¬ 
cupied  as  vrell  as  the  key  sectors  in  Szechwan  Province.  If  neces¬ 
sary,  campaigns  were  then  to  be  conducted  to  annihilate  the  eneity 
bases  of  resistance  in  essential  areas. 

The  period  for  this  operation  was  estimated  to  be  approximate¬ 
ly  five  months.  During  this  time  the  occupied  areas  were  to  be 
maintained  and  secured  and  the  enemy  checked  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  offensive  operation. 
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The  strength  to  be  onployed  in  this  operation  was  the  China 
Expeditionary  Anqy  to  which  were  to  be  attached  elements  from  the 
Homeland,  Manchuria  and  the  southern  area. 

On  3  September  1942,  Imperial  General  Headquarters  ordered 
the  China  Expeditionary  Army  to  make  the  necessary  preparations. 
During  the  latter  part  of  September,  however,  due  to  the  gradual 
shift  in  power  in  the  Solomons  Campaign,  Imperial  General  Head¬ 
quarters  decided  to  postpone  temporarily  the  dispatch  of  materiel 
required  in  the  Szechwan  Operation  and  gave  orders  to  the  China 
Expeditionary  Amy  to  this  effect. 

Toward  the  end  of  1942,  because  of  the  adverse  situation  in 
the  southeastern  area  and  also  because  of  lack  of \  shipping,  Im-- 
perial  General  Headquarters  ordered  the  suspension  of  the  Szechwan 
Operation.  Further,  it  was  decided  that  it  vrould  be  impossible  to 
conduct  this  operation  in  1943*  In  fact,  it  was  regarded  as  im¬ 
possible  to  conduct  active  operations’  in  the  China  area  before  the 
war  situation  in  the  southeastern  Pacific  improved  considerably. 
Future  operations  in  the  China  area  were,  therefor^to  be  con¬ 
ducted  according  to  the  following  plan: 

The  over-all  situation  of  the  Japanese 
Army  is  such  that  not  only  will  the  supply  of 
men  and  materiel  to  China  be  stopped  but  divi¬ 
sions  and  other  units  will  be  sent  from  China 
to  the  south  Pacific  area  and  other  points. 

Operations  in  China  will  be  conducted  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  present  mission  of  the  China  Ex- 
peditionauy  Army  within  the  bounds  mentioned 
above.  Special  emphasis  will  be  placed  upon 
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the  necessitj  to  maintain  order  in  the  oc-‘ 
cupied  regions.  Every  effort  will-  be  made 
to  conserve  the  fitting  strength  of  the 
:  China  Expeditionary  Army  until'  buch  time 
as  the  v/ar  situation  in  the  south  Pacific 
area, is  settled  satisfactorily. 

Aerial.operations  will  be  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  the  changes  in  situation, 
especially  to  cope  with  the  increase  in  the 
enemy  air  force.  For  the  time-being,  how-  ' 
ever,  operations  vdll  be  limited  to;  the 
present  scale. ^  Aerial  warfare  against  China 
will  be  emphasized  subsequent  to  the  spring 
of  next-  year  and  preparations  will  be  under¬ 
taken  for  these  increased  aerial  operations 
in; order  to  crush  the  enemy's  aerial  initi¬ 
ative  after  the  spring . of  1943 • 

At  ±he  end  of  February  1943 bhe  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
China  Expeditionary  Army  was  given  the  following  mission: , 

Occupied  areas  will  be  maintained.  .  The 
eneiiy  will  be  crushed  and  his  will  to  con-  ■ 
tinue  the  war  destroj’-ed.  - 

Control  of  the,  air  ivi-ll  be  Wrested  from  ' 
the  enemy  air  force  xvhich  is  based  in  China. 

In  spring  the  air  force  T/ill  be  reinforced 
and  aerial  operations-  will  be  conducted  in 
cooperation  vvith  a  ground  offensive. 

Security  ?dll  be  maintained  in  cities 
as  ?/ell  as  in  areas  with  important  natural 
resources  and  along  lines  of  communication. 

Troops  idll  be  concentrated  gradually  in 
order  to  meet  any  change  in  the  situation 
and  the  fighting  strength  will  be  increased.-^ 


Transfer  and  Reorganization  of  China 
Expeditionary  Arim;^  Forces 

With  the  deterioration  of  the  situation  in  the  Southern  Area, 


3*  In  the  original  Japanese  order  the  word  "Chian";  meaning 
peace  and  order,  was  avoided  so  that  there  might  be  no  misunder¬ 
standing  in  regard  to  the  duties  of  the  Army.  "Chian"  might  have 
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troops  were  gradually  transferred  there  from  the  China  Expedi¬ 
tionary  Army  and,  by  the  summer  of  1943,  five  divisions  together 
with  various  other  small  units  had  been  transferred.  Through  the 
autium  and  winter  of  1942,  the  6th  Division  of  the  Uth  Army,  the 
51st  Division  of  the  23d  Army  and  the  41st  Division  of  the  1st 
Army  were  sent  to  the  Southeastern  Area  while  the  36th  Division  of 
the  1st  Ar^  was  sent  to  the  Southwestern  Area.  Toward  the  spring 
of  1943,  the  15th  Division  of  the  13th  Army  was  transferred  to  the 
Burma  Theater  and  the  17th  Division,  under  the  direct  command  of  the 
China  Expeditionaiy  Arny,  was  sent  to  the  Southeastern  Area. 

In  order  to  replenish  the  strength  in  the  China  Theater,  four 
divisions  were  reorganized  from  independent  mixed' brigades,  two 
independent  mixed  brigades  were  activated  in  China  and,  in  llay  1943, 
one  division  was  sent  from  Japan.  These  units  upon  arrival  were 
placed  under  the  command  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Amy  and  as¬ 
signed  as  follows: 


3»  (Cont’d)  implied  that  the  position  of  the  Arny  over' the 
occupied  areae  was  in  some  sense  political.  At  the  same  time,  in¬ 
structions  were  issued  to  give  every  incentive  to  the  activities 
of  the  Wang  Government. 


126 


Army 

Units 

Assigned 

Date  of  Orders 

Remarks 

Directly  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  North 
China  Area  Army 

63d  Div 

1  E  lay  42 

Reorganized  from 
the  15th  Indep 

Brig 

’  1st  Army 

62d  Div 

1  Kay  42 

Reorganized  from 
the  4th  and  6th 
Indep  Brigs 

3J.th  Arn^r 

17th  Indep 
llixed  Brig 

17  Dec  42 

From  the  13  th 

Army 

13th  Arny 

6lst  Div 

16  Elay  43 

Activated  in  the 
Japan 

64th  Div 

1  Kay  43 

Reorganized  from 
the  12th  Indep 

Brig 

65th  Div 

1  Kay  i)3 

Reorganized  from 
the  13th  Indep 

Brig 

23d  Arny 

22d  Indep 
taxed  Brig 

27  Nov  42 

23d  Indep 
tiixed  Brig 

g  Jan  43 

It  was  impossible  to  send  sufficient  air  strength  to  China. 

In  the  spring,  of  1943,  the  total  air  strength  in  China  was  six 
regiments  (two  fighter  regiments,  one  attack  regiment,  one  recon¬ 
naissance  regiment  and  two  light  bomber  regiments)  one  independent 
reconnaissance  squadron  and  various  ground  service  units. 
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CHAPTER  4 

Operations  in  I9k3 

Xuichow  Peninsula  Operation  and  the  Occupation 
of  Kuangchou  Wan 

About  January  1943 ^  the  enemy  began  to  show  great  interest  in 
and  dispatched  powerful  espionage  groups  to  the  Kuangchou  Wan  area* 
Further,  th^  had  concentrated  two  divisions  as  units  ready  to  be 
deployed  in  the  region  to  the  west  of  Canton  and  were  in  the  process 
of  withdrawing  one  or  two  armies  from  the  Ichang  area.  It  was  im¬ 
possible^  from  this  information,  to  anticipate  whether  immediate 
capture  of„Kuangchou  Wan  was  planned  but,  fearing  that  the  enemy 
might  seize  the  initiative  as  a  result  of  a  possible  break  in  di¬ 
plomatic  relations  between  the  Chungking  Government  and  France, 
Imperial  General  Headquarters  on  31  January  ordered  the  Cnina  Ex¬ 
peditionary  Arny  in  cooperation  with  .the  Navy,  to  capture  the  im¬ 
portant  sectors  of  -the  Luichow  Peninsula  as  soon  as  possible  and  to 
advance  to  Kuangchovf:  Wan. 

Imperial  General  Headquarters  also  issued  the  Army-Navy  Agree¬ 
ment,  an  outline  of  which  follows: 

Outline  of  Operation: 

The  Army,  in  cooperation  with  the  Navy, 
will  make  a  surprise  landing  on  the  eastern 
shores  of  the  Luichow  Peninsula  and  capture 
the  key  points  on  the  peninsula,  Prepa- 
tlons  will  then  be  made  to  advance  to  Kuang¬ 
chou  Vfen. 


12? 


The  assatilt  upon  Luichow  Peninsula  will 
be  niade  about  mid-February.  Details  will  be 
worked  out  jointly  by  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  China  Expeditionary  Army  and  the  China 
Area  Fleet  commander. 

Advance  into  Kuangchou  Wan  will  be  by 
separate  order  and,  if  possible,  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  in  a  friendly  manner. 

After  advancing  into  Kuangchou  Wan,  the 
Army  will  cooperate  with  the  French  in  main¬ 
taining  peace  and  order.  Key  sectors  along 
the  Luichow  I^ninsula  will  be  occupied. 

Should  the  Chungking  Arny  infiltrate 
prior  to  the  Army's  advance  or  should  the 
French  refuse  to  cooperate  and  resist,  the 
Army  will  destroy  these  obstacles  and  take 
Kuangchou  Wan. 

Strength  to  be  Enployed; 

Arny:  Three  infantry  battalions  under 
the  command  of  the  commander 
of  the  23d  Arny.  ' 

Part  of  the  Air  Force  Unit. 

Navy:  Fixed  strenglii  of  the  China  Area 
Fleet  Commander  subordinate  to 
the  2d  China  Expeditionary  Fleet 
Commander. 

Progress  of  Operatioii 

Complying  with  orders  from  Imperial  General  Headquarters,  the 

China  Expeditionary  Arny  ordered  the  commander  of  the  23d  Army  to 

order  a  unit  composed  of  three  infantry  battalions  of  the  23d  In¬ 
i- 

dependent  Mixed  Brigade  to  execute  this  operation. 


1.  One  battalion  of  the  Brigade  remained  in  Hong  Kbng. 
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LUICHOW  PENINSULA  OPERATION  AND 
OCCUPATION  OF  KUANGCHOU  WAN 
16-20  FEB  1943 


HAIKOUSHIHb  2 
CHIUNGSHAN 
AAj  iO, 


/ASSIGNED  TO  \ 
I  23  IND  MIX  BRIGJ 


HAINAN  IS. 


On  23  February,  the  23d  Independent  laixed  Brigade  left  Hong 
liong  and  at  O5OO  on  the  l6th,  the  first  Tsave  (Brigade  headquarters 
two  infantry  battalions,  part  of  the  artillery  and  the  major  part 
of  the  engineer  and  signal  corps)  in  coordination  with  the  naval 
and  air  units  mde  a  surprise  landing.  The  force  made  its  way 
through  1500  meters  of  knee-deep  shoals,  and  by  0800  of  the  same 
day  had  advanced  i'.o  the  Peichiatsun-Ksinlaitsun  line.  At  .IO3O  it 
had  paptured  Eaikang.  About  this  time,  part  of  the  Chinese  4th 
Garrison  Group,  which  had  been  defending  this  area,  retreated  to¬ 
ward  Suichi.  (Map  13) 

On  17  February,  a  unit  (composed  mainly  of  one  infantry  bat¬ 
talion  and  the  main  force  of  the  engineer  unit)  was  ordered  to 
advance  to  Chengyuehshih,  27  km  north  of  Haikang.  On  the  18th, 
the  main  force  of  the  Brigade  left  Eaikang  and.  on  the  19th  arrived 
at  Suichi. ; 

As  a  result  of  negotiations  with  the  French  authorities,  on 
21  February,  a  local  agreement  was  reached  whereby  part  of  the 
Japanese  force  advanced  into  the  French  leased  territory. 

The  23d  Arcy  placed  one  infantiy  battalion  on  Hainan  Island 
under  the  command  of  the  co.mmander  of  the  23d  Independent  Plixed 
Brigade  and  assigned  to  the  commander  the  task  of  defending  the 
northern  part  of  Hainan  Island  in  addition  to  defending  the  key 


sectors  of  loisihow  Peninsiola.  ^ 

Kuarxgte  Operation 

During  the  offensive  warfare  against  Uanching  in '1937,y  the 
Japanese  forces  temporarily  occupied  the  Kuangte  area.  The  enemy 
persistently  counterattacked  and  feeling  that  it  was  impossible  to 
maintain  the  area  due  to  lack  of  transportation  facilities,  the 

3  . 

Japanese  forces  withdrew.  For  the  purpose  of  economizing  on  man¬ 
power  and  strengthening  the  ‘'uchang-Hankou  area  during  the  Wuchang- 
Rankou  Operation  in  193^^  Japanese  troops  were  disposed  fjcom  the 
vicinity  of  Hsuancheng  to  Wanchihchen.  Hsuancheng  and  luiangte  were 

beyond  the  limits  of  this  zone  of  occupation  and  readily  became 

■  4  ■ 

key  bases  for  enemy  counterattacks. 

Again  in  1940,  during  the  operation  in  the  area  south  of  the 
Yangtze  Hi-yer,  Japanese  forces  occupied  the  sector  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hsuancheng  and  Kuangte  but  again,  due  to  lack  of  troop  strei^th, 
the  Japanese  forces  withdrew.^  Sneay  gueirillas  were  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  these  withdravjals  and  to  use  the  area  as  a  base  from 
which  to  harass  the  Japanese  Arty. 

2.  As  the  official  records  of  this  operation  were  destroyed, 
the  details  described  above  were  compiled  from  telegrams  located  in 
the  files  of  the  1st  Demobilization  Bureau. 

3.  ibnograph  No  179,  Central  China  Area  Operations  Record, 
1937-1941. 
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About  August  1943 i  the  I^anching  Government,  supported  by  the  , 
China  Expeditionary  Army,  successfully  executed  the  ’’Seigp-Kbsaka 
Operation"  (country-clearing  operation)  in  order  to  mop  up  the 
guerrillas  and  communist  forces  in  the  area.  As  a  result,  the  13th 
Army  was  able  to  assemble  a  strong  mobile  force  to  undertake  the 
Kuangte  Operation  at  the  end  of  September.  The  four  divisions  to 
be  employed  were  deployed  as  follovjs: 

The  6lst  Division  was  ordered  to  assemble  at  WanchiKchen  for  . 
an  attack  on  Hsuanchengj  the  64th  Division  was  to  attack  Hsuancheng 
froja  the  ..  -gion  east"  of  Kucheng  Hu  and  Tanani  Hu;  the  60th  Division 
was  ordered  to  assemble  to  the  west  of  Tai  Hu  and  to.  attack  Liyang 
and  the  area  to  the  south;  while  the  70th  Division  was  to  attack 
Kuangte  and  the  surrounding  area  from  Changhsing  and  Itikang.  (Map  I6) 

Attacks  were  opened  on  30  September  and  the  enemy  began  to 
retreat.  On  1  October,  the  6lst  Division  captured  Hsuancheng  with 
little  resistance  from  the  eneny.  Subsequently,  it  advanced  to 
the  Kuangte  area.  On  3  October,  the  70th  Division  occupied  Kuangte. 

The  64th  Division’s  attack  was  delayed  due  to  the  difficulty 
it  experienced  in  crossing  the  Yangtze  River  but  the  60th  Division 
proceeded  as  planned  and  defeated' the  enemy  in  the  mountain  area  to 
the  south  of  Taif qu . 

The  operation  closed  on  10  October.  The  IJanling-Hsuancheng- 
Kuangte  line  was  designated  the  main  line  of  resistance  and  security 


units  Tivere  dispatched  there.  The  boundary  line  between  Anhwei  and 

Kiangsu  Provinces  was  specified  as  the  line  dividing  the  regions  to 

6 

be  secured  by  the  6lst  and  60th  Divisions  respectively. 

Operation  North  of  the  Yangtze  River 
The  mission  of  the  Hth  Arny  was  to  occujy  important  regions 
with  the  %chang-HankDU  sector  as  a  focal  point  encircled  by  Nan- 
Chang,  Hsiao chihkou,  Yoyang,  Ichang  and  Hsinyang  and  to  destroy 
the  eneny’s  fighting  strength.  The  Chinese  still  occupied  the 
triangle  zone  on  the  northern  side  of  the  Yangtze  River  with  Men- 
yang  as  its  central  point.  This  region  wedged  into  the  Wuchang- 
Hantou  area  like  a  dagger  and  the  eneny  took  full .advantage  of  its 
strategic  position.  It  was  therefore  planned  to  extend  the  Japanese 
occupational  zone  in  order  to  strengthen  its  position  and  destroy 
the  eneny  in  the  area,  ' 

The  nth  .4rmy  had  previously  undertaken  two  or  three  recon¬ 
naissance  operations  in  force  but,  hampered  by  the  difficult  terrain 
and  strong  enemy  fortifications,  had  failed  to  wipe  out’ the  eneny. 
The  eneny  force  in  this  area  was  the  reorganized  irregular 

6.  There  are -no  official  records  of  this  operation  available. 
Details  given  above  were  written  mainly  from  information  supplied 
from  memory  by  Lt  Col  Kenji  Shindo,  at  that  time  a  staff  officer  of 
the  13th  Army. 
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Commixnist  Army  which  had  existed  in  the  Kiangsi  Province  around 
1931  and  1932*  Alien  the  Communist  Arc^r  made  a  mass  movement  to 
the  northwest,  this  reorganized  arny  had  settled  in  the  triangle 
region.  It  was  an  independent  unit,  isolated  from  and  unfriend¬ 
ly  to  the  Nationalist  Arny,  In  fact,  these  two  forces  often 
clashed  with  each  other.  In  its  organization,  drills,  tactics  and 
treatment  of  the  population  it  showed  very  definite  characteristics 
of  the  Communist  Aray.  Its  arms  and  ammunitions  were  sell-manu¬ 
factured  and  although  adequate  in  quantity  were  inferior  in  quality. 
The  strength  of  this  force  was  estimated  to  be  approximately  nine 
independent  brigades  (one  brigade  had  a  total  strength  of  from  ’ 
6,000  to  8,000  men)  with  Ifang  Chin-Tsai  as  the  commander.  In  order 
to  secure  their  independent  status  they  had  dispersed  their  forti¬ 
fications  and  taken  every  advantage  of  the  terrain. 

In  Novonber  1942,  the  6th  Division  was  withdrawn  from  the  11th 
Arny  and,  in  December,  the  17th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Army.  The  disposition  of  the  11th  Arny,  as  well  as 
that  of  enemy  forces  north  of  the  Yangtze  River,  in  January  1943 
were  as  shown  on  Map  17 . 

From  the  end  of  May  until  August  1942,  the  11th  Arny  had  car-  , 
Tied  out  the  Ghekiang-Kiangsi  Operation  and  from  mid-December  xintil 
mid- January  1943^  using  the  3d  Division  as  its  main  force,  had  mop¬ 
ped  up  the  eneny  in  the  vicinity  of  Mb  Tapiehshan.  Ihen,  without 
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time  to  regroup' and  reorganize -dte  'forscesy  ^at 

February  idle  Army  was  ordered  to  commence  tbe  crl^aidjOia  aSi^ 

the  Yangtze  Siver. 

Operational  CommaM 

In  former  operations  against  the  eheny  iri;the  trianglf 
along  the  mrthem  shore  of  the  Tungting  Hu  attacks  lmd;  b@e^  ^|pe©li(.‘ 
ed  from  the  north  against  the  enoiay’s  front  but,  due  to  tke  enei^*  j 
impregnable  f ort if icatioiK,  these  attacks  had  proved  unsucceSliBS.. 

It  was  planned,  therefore,  that  this  operation  would  b?  ;« 
surprize  attack  bn  the  enemy’s  rear.  Further,  sufficient  strengtli 
was  to  be. trained  to  conduct  attacks  against  enemy  emplacsnents. 
Operational ' Plan: 

The  straiith  to  be  employed  during  the  oper¬ 
ation  is: 

nth  ^  Army  Headquarters 

13th  Division  (approximately  6  infantry 
battalions  and  3  mountain 
artillery  battalions) 

AOth  Division  (approximtely  6  infantry 
battalions  and  2  mountain 
artilleiy  battalions ) 

58th  Division  (approximately  4  infantry 

battalions  and  2  artillery 
battalions) 

Necessary  units  under  the  direct  command 
of  the  Army  (the  Army  will  be  rein¬ 
forced  with  engineer  and 
sliipping  engineer  units) 


44th  Air  Regiment  (direct  cooperation) 

The  13th  and  40th  Divisions  will  con¬ 
centrate  their  strength  in  the  Shashih  and 
Yoyang  areas  respectively.  Measures  will 
be  taken  to  deceive  the  enemy  into  believ¬ 
ing  that  these  concentrations  will  have  a 
direct  bearing  on  preparations  for  the  of¬ 
fensive  operation  against  the  Changsha  area. 

Movement  of  the  58th  Division  vd-U  be  kept 
secret.  With  the  progress  of  the  battle 
situation,  however,  the  strength  of  the  58th 
.Division  will  gradually  concentrate  at  the 
southern  main  line  of  resistance  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  line  of  occupation. 

The  operation  •prill  be  di-^rided  into  two 
phases.  In  the  first  phase,  the  eneny  in 
the  area  immediately  north  of  the  Yangtze 
River  viill  be  defeated.  In  the  second  phase, 
eneny  bases  in  the  Mienyang  and  Fengkow  areas 
•vdll  be  destroyed.  After  the  conclusion  of 
this  operation  -the  triangle  region  will  be 
divided  into  three  distinct  sectors  wi-bh  the 
Pailu  Hu  as  the  central  point.  Defense  of' 
these  sectors  will  be  allotted  to  the  58th, 

13th  and  40th  Divisions. 

Progress  of  Operations 

From  the  early  part  of  February' the  13th  and  40th  Di'vLsions 
initiated  their  unit  concentrations  and  by  mid-February  had  com¬ 
pleted  their  concentrations  according  to  plan.  At  that  time  the 
5Sth  Division  refrained  from  ^y  sort  of  tjroop  mo'vement. 

On  15.  February,  the  40th  Di'vlsion  surreptitiously  crossed  the 
Yangtze  River  and -moved  toward  the  enemy  bases  in  the  Chuhoshih 
area.  An  element  of  the  Division  annihilated  the  enemy  forces 
south  of  Sha  Hu  and  around  Chienli.  (Map  18) 

On  the  same  day,  using  its  main  force  from  the  western  district 
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of  Pailu  Hu  and  an  element  from  the  area  east  of  the  lake,  'the 
13th  Division  attacked  enemcr  bases  in  the  region  south  of  Pailu 
Hu. 

The  enemy  was  taken  entirely  by  surprise  and  withdrew  from 
its  prepared  positions.  Ti/hile  part  of  this  force  was  annihilated 
some  elements  escaped  by  the  Yangtze  Eiver  and  others  fled  toward 
IJier^arig,  where  the  main  Chinese  force  was  in  position. 

The  second  phase  of  the  operation  was  opened  on  21  J’ebTOary, 

In  order  to  accomplish  the  destruction  of  the  enemy  bases  at 
JiLenyang,  Fengkow  and  Fuchang  in  the  triangle  region,  the  Army 
ordered  the  58th  Division  to  constrict  its  line  of  seige  in  the 
north  according  to  the  progress  of  the  battle  situation-  At  the 
same  time  the  13th  and  /(0th  Divisions  were  directed  to  conduct 
their  attacks  from  the  region  east  of  Pailu  Hu  and  both  sides  of 
the  Hung  Hu  respectively. 

Each  division,  went  into  action  and  eneny  bases  in  the  area 
were  destroyed.  After  an  intensive  search  and  pursuit  action, 
Wang  Chin-Tsai,  the  eneny  commander,  was  captured  by  the  cavalry 
regiment  of  the  40th  Division.  The  reconnaissance  and  bombing 
conducted  by  the  44th  Air  Regiment  were  especially  effective  and 
greatly  contributed  toward  the  destruction  of  the  eneny. 

Apart  from  the  annihilation  of  the  ma^jor  part  of  the  enemy 
force,  approximately  4,000  to  5,000  men  under  the  command  of  Chin 
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I-vm  and  Su  Ghen~Tung  surrendered  to  the  58th  Division  at  Yuehkou- 
shih.  However,  part  of  the  enemy  force  escaped  by  passing  through 
the  lines  as  native  civilians. 

The  operation  was  concluded  at  the  end  of  March. 

The  triangle  region  was  divided  into  three  sectors  and  the  58th, 
40th  and  13th  Divisions  were  made  responsible  for  their  respective 
allotted  sectors.  The  main  line  of  resistance  of  defense  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Yangtze  River. 

Casualties  sustained  by  the  Japanese  Army  during  this  operation 

were; 

Dead  354 

Womded  890 

Horses  killed  69 
Horses  wounded  56 

As  a  result  of  this  operation,  not  only  did  the  Japanese  Army 
obtain  a  fertile  region  and  suppress  the  enemy  in  the  iuchang- 
Hankou  area  but  it  placed  the  Army  in  a  favorable  jxjsition  in  re¬ 
gard  to  future  operations  against  the  area  along  the  western  shore 

6 

of  the  Tungting  Hu. 


6.  As  there  were  no  official  documents  available  in  regard  to 
this  operation,  details  were  witten  from  information  supplied  from 
memory  by  Sentaro  Azuma,  a  staff  officer  of  the  11th  Army  at  the 
time  of  the  operation. 


147 


Operation  South  of  the  Yangtze  River 
Situation  Prior  to  the  Operation 

After  the  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  Tfer,  due  mainly  to  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  eneny  submarines,  Japanese  shipping  losses  gradually 
increased.  With  the  deterioration  of  the  situation  in  that  area, 
there  was  an  increased  demand  for  shipping  to  be  used  in  the  trans¬ 
porting  of.  men  and  mxmitions  and  also  the  necessary  raw  materials 
for  the  production  of  munitions  in  Japan.  As  a  result  there  was 
no  shipping  available  to  be  allotted  to  the  China  Theater  although 
river  shipping  in  the  interior  of  Cbina  decreased  yearly.  Around 
Ichang  there  was  approximately  20,000  tons  of  steamer  tonnage  for 
inland  river  navigation.  It  was  felt,  therefore,  that  if  this  ship¬ 
ping  could  be  captured  and  used  to  supplement  the  shipping  tonnage 
in  the  China  Theater,  it  would  greatly  alleviate  the  position.  For 
this  purpose  it  was  necessary  to  occupy  the  right  bank  of  the  Yangtze 
Hiver  between  Ichang  and  Yoyang.  The  China  Expeditionary  Arny,  there¬ 
fore,  planned  to  advance  in  fey  1943  to  the  southern  bemk  of  the 
Yangtze  River  in  order  to  open  the  river  for  navigation  and  to  crush 
the  eneny’s  fighting  strength  located  there. 

As  a  result  of  the  operation  to  the  north  of  the  Yangtze  River 
in  February  and  ferch  1943#  Japanese  forpes  occupied  the  Yangtze 
River  bank  from  Shashih  to  Yoyang.  At  the  same  time,  an  element 
occupied  the  Shihshu  area  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  In  order 
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to  facilitate  the  present  operation,  between  9  to  15  April,  the 
40th  Division  advanced  to  the'  neighborhood  of  Huayon  and  captured 
the  line  running  east  and  west  of  this  town. 


The  Army- planned  to  destroy  the  enei^y  around  Anshang  and 
Nanhsien  with  a  powerful  force  composed  mainly  of  the  3d  Division,, 
the  17th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade,  the  Koshiba  Detachment  (three 
battalions  of  the  40th  Division),  and  the  Harigaya  Detachment 
(three  battalions  frcsm  the  34th  Division)  and  subsequently  to  at¬ 
tack  both  flanks  of  the  eneay  between  Ghichiang  and  Kungan  from 
the  north  with  the  3d  Division,  the  13th  Division  and  the  Nozoe- 
Detachmexi  (three  battalions  from  the  58th  Division).  The  39th, 

3d  and  13th  Divisions,  deployed  parallel  to  each  other,  were  to 
defeat  the  enen^^-  northwest  of  Ichang. 

The  Amy  ordered  the  3d  Division  and  the  17th  Independ^ife 
Mixed  Brigade  to  concentrate  their  strength  in  the  area  around 

Shihshu,  the  Toda  Detachment  at  Huayon,  the  Koshiba  Detachment 

■  -  ^ 

between  Shihshu  and  Huayon  and  the  Harigaya  Detachment  at  Cheng- 
lingchi.  It  also  directed  the  13th  Division  to  concentrate  its 
strength  in  the  vicinity  of  Paiyang  and  Tungshih  by  10  May  and  the 
39th  Division  to  asserable  ii  the  Ichang  area  by  IB  ^y. 

Concentrations  were  begun  on  16  April  and  concluded  on  4  May. 


Progress  of  Operation: 


(Map  19) 


First  Phase: 
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In  order  to  annihilate  the  enemy  at  Anshang  and  Kanhsien,  the 
nth  Arny  directed  the  3d  Division  to  attack  the  enemy  at  Anshang 
and  in  the  area  to  the  west;  the  17th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  to 
attack  Anshang  and  the  area  to  the  east;  the  Koshiba  Detachment  to 
attack 'in  the  Nanhsien  region;  the  Toda  Detachment  to  penetrate 
Tachengssu  and  attack  the  eneny  in  the  Sanhsienhushih  area  while 
the  Harigaya  Detachment  was  to  advance  by  water  through  Timgting 
Hu  £Lnd  Yanglilu  Hu,  land  near  Paipangkou  and  Sanhsienhushih  and  at¬ 
tack  the  en^iny  there. 

On  5  the  xmits  opened  their  attacks.  The  3d  Division  at¬ 
tacked  the  ehenjy  west  of  Ouchihkou  and  advanced  southward  along  the 
western  banks  of  the  Taping  Canal;  the  17th  Independent  Mixed  Bri¬ 
gade,  in^ Coordination  with  the  3d  Division,  broke  through  enemy 
positions  southwest  of  Ouchihkou  and  advanced  southward;  the  Eoshiba 
Detachment  advanced  southward  from  the  area  south  of  Ouchihkou;  the 
Toda  Detachment  attacked  Tachengssu  from  the  region  east  of  Huayon;, 
^vhile  the-  Hariga37a  Detachment  crossed  Tungting  Hu,  destroyed  eneny 
positions  and  obstacles  near  Yangliu  Hu  and  advanced  to  the  area 
south  of  Kanhsien. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  operation,  the  main  force  of  the  44th 
Air  Regiment  cooperated  vjith  the  Harigaya  Detachment  and  later  co¬ 
ordinated  with  the  offensive'  actions  of  the  various  other  units. 
Subsequently,  the  3d  Division  defeated  the  eneny  moving  toward,  the 
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area  west  of  Anshang  and  intercepted  the  eneiny^s  route  of  retreat 
to  the  west.  By  the  Sth,  the  various  11th  Arniy  groups  had  en¬ 
veloped  and  destroyed  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  south  of  Anshang. 

The  first  phase  of  the  operation  terminated  on  11  May. 

The  Eoshiba,  Toda  and  Harigaya  Detachments,  which  had  partici- 
rated  in  this  phase  of  the  operation,  remained  in  the  occupied  areas 
during  the  second  phase  in  order  to  secure  this  region. 

Second  Phase: 

In  accordance  with  Amy  orders,  the  3d  Division  concentrated 
its  strength  near  Tungchiangkou  so  that  it  mi^t  prepare  for  the 
second  phase  of  the  operation.  The  13th  Division  and  the  Nozoe 
Detachment  concentrated  their  tinits  in  the  area  north  of  Chichiang 
and  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Ytogtze  River  while  the  17th  Independent 
Mixed  Brigade  moved  westward  to  the  sector  north  of  Hsinan  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  Amy's  rear  left  flank.  The  enemy  was  disposed  between 
Chichiang  and  Eangan. 

On  12  May,  the  Army  opened  its  attack.  After  successfully 
crossing  the  river  near  Chichiang,  the  13th  Division  advanced  south¬ 
ward.  The  3d  Division  initiated  its, offensive  from  Tunchiangkou 
toward  the  northwest.  They  attacked  the  enemy  on  both  flanks  simul¬ 
taneously  from  the  north  and  south,  defeated  the  main  force  of  the 
Chinese  55th  Division,  elements  of  the  43d  Division,  and  the  newly 
organized  23d  Division  and  then  captured  or  annihilated  the  fleeing 
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enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Nuanshuichieh.  The  second  phase  of  the 
operation  teiwinated  on  18  May. 

After  the  conclusion, of  the  second  phase  of  the  operation, 
the  13  th  Division  cone  titrated  near  Huanshuichieh  ani  the  3d  Di¬ 
vision  and  the  Nozoe  Detfichment  near  Ghaytaanssu  where  they  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  third  phase. 

Third  Phase: 

On  19  i^ay  the  Hth  Arngr  began  the  third  phase  of  the  operation. 
It  was  planned  to  capture  and  destroy  the  enemy  deployed  in  the 
sector  between  Ichang  and  Itu.  On  the  19th,  the  13th  Division  left 
Nuanshuichieh  at  dawn  and  advanced  northward,  destroying  the  eneity 
en  route.  The  3d  Division  and  the  Nozoe  Detachment \opened  their 
attacks  from  Chayuanssu  and.'  the  area  south  of  Ghichiang  respective¬ 
ly.  At  0100  on  the  22d,  the  39th  Division  (less  the  No ji  Detach¬ 
ment,  composed  mainly  of  three  infantry  battalions,  which  was 
stationed  at  Ichang)  forded  the  Yangtze  Siver  about  eight  kilo¬ 
meters  north  of  Itu  and  opened  its  offensive. 

The  Chinese  87th  Army  had  sustained  heavy  casualties  inflicted 
by  the  13th  Division  during  the  second  phase  operation  and,  ^till 
in  a  state  of  confusion,  did  not.  seem  able  to  resist.  The  Army 
therefore  advanced  without  hindrance. 

It  was  estimated  that  the  eneny  planned  to  use  their  94th  Arny 
to  check  the  11th  Array’s  advance  at  Yuyangkuan  and  on  the  right 
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bank  of  .  the  Tuyang  "Ho  and  their  87th.  Array  in  the  mountains  to  the 
south  of  YiJiyangkuan.  It  also  appeared  as  though  they  planned  to 
conduct  a  coordinated  flank  attack. 

On  23  May,  the  39th  and  3d  Divisions  made  a  parallel  thrust 
toward  Changyang  and  advanced  into  this  area.  The  13th  Division 
broke  throxigh  the  main  force  of  the  Chinese  10th  Army  Group  near 
Yuyangkuan-  and  continued  to  advance  in  a  northwesterly  direction. 
The  Arcy  then  directed  the  Noji  Detachment,  Aihich  had  been  held 
at  Iciiang, . to  assume. the  offensive  and  pursue  the  eneny  to  the 
northwest  of  Changyang.  Thus,  the  seemingly  impregnable  eneiiy 
positions  west  of  Ichang,  which  had  taken  the  eneny  several  years 
to  construct,  were  penetrated  by  the  11th  Arny.  On  29  l^ay,  the 
Army  advanced  to  the  Shihpai-iiuchiaochi  line,  the  objective  of  its 
offensive.  On  the  27th,  it  succeeded  in  compelling  all 

ships  at  Ichang  to  descend  to  Shashili. 

¥ithdravial 

?rom  31  May,  the  11 th  Arny  began  to  withdraw.  It  directed 
the  3d  and  39th  Divisions  to  cross  ,  the  Yangtze  River  at  Ichang.j 
the  13th  Division  to  cross  in  the  Itu-Chichiang  area,  and  the  17th 
Independent  Mixed  Brigade  and  other  detachments  in  the  district 
east  of  Ouchihkou  and  Shihshu.  The  units  began  to  withdraxv  as  . 
directed.  Part  of  the  13th  Division,  hcii?ever,  ivas  delayed  in  its 
concentration  near  Itu  and,  on  3  June,  engaged  in  battle  with 
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the  Chinese  79th  Army.  Consequently,  the  11th  Army  deplosred  the 
13  th  Division  ard  the  17th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  concent  rated 
in  the  Kungan  area  and  the  Kbshiba  Detachment  concentrated  near 
Ouchihkou,  to  destroy  this  enemy  force. 

On  5  June,  the  13th  Division  advanced  from  the  Itu-Tangchi 
area  toward  Niechiaho  where  it  defeated  the  79th  Army. "  It  then 
concentrated  its  strength  in  the  area  southeast  of  Chichiang.  On 
6  June,  the  17th  Independent  Mixed  Brigade  routed  the  Chinese  5ist 
and  58th  Divisions  in  the  Kaochiashan  area  and  then  concentrated 
its  strength  in  the  area  south  of  Kaochiashan.. 

Casualties  sustained  by  the  11th  Army  during  this  operation 

were: 


Dead 

771 

Wounded 

2,746 

Horses  killed 

420 

Horses  wounded 

224 

The  Army  ordered  the  13th  Division  to  effect  a  crossing  of 
the  Yangtze  River  at  a  point  opposite  Shashih  and  the  17th  la- 
dependent  Mixed  Brigade  and  the  Kbshiba  Detachment  to  cross  from 
the  Shihshu  area.  By  10  June,  the  units  had  completed  fording 
the  riYer  without  enemy  opposition. 

The  13th  Division  occupied  the  area  around  Wanshih,  Mitossu 
and  Huangchintou  opposite  Shashih  and  the  loda  Detachment  occupied 
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the  Ouchihtou,  Shihshu  and  Huayon  area* ' 

Changte  Operation 
Situation  Prior  to  the  Operation 

The  Chinese  6th  War  Sector  Ariuy,  dispersed  in  the  fertile 
plains  of  Hunan  were  continuously  harassing  the  11th  Arms'-ts  western 
front.  As  Changte,  v4iere  the  headquarters  of  the  6th  7ar  Sector 
krmy  was. located,  was  of  great  strategic  importance,  it  was  felt 
that  a  successful  attack  on  this  area  would  deal  a  considerable 
bloTs’  to"  idle  enen^r. 

After  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  in  the  Pacific,  the  Chinese 
bad  sent  expeditionary  forces  to  the  Burma  area.  ..  By  the  summer  of 
1943,  there  were  six  Chinese  divisions  in  this, area  as  well  as  three 
-armies  concentrated  in  Yunnan  and  it  was  estimated  that  they  would 
gradually  reinforce  the  Burma  area.  ' 

From  the  beginning  of  1943  the  American  air  force  had  been 
gradually  reinforcing  its  strength  in  the  interior  of  China,  con¬ 
centrating  in  Szechwan  Province  and  in  the  area  around "Kweilin'  and 
Hengyang  and  had  begun,  to-'ao tack  the  Japanese  forces  in  the  various 
areas. ' 


7*  As  there  were  no  official  documents  available  in  regard  to 
this  operation,  details  were'  Witten,  from  information  supplied  from 
memory  by,  Sentaro  Azuma,  a  staff  officer  of  the  11th,  Army  at,  the 
time  of  the  operation. 
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The  Japanese  nth  Army  continued  to  hold  the  line  linking 
Hsinyang,  Ichang,  Yoyang  and  Nanchang  and,  as.  a  result  of  the  of¬ 
fensive  operation  to  the  south  of  the  Yangtze  Biver,  had  captured 
the  region  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Yangtze  River  below  Shashih. 

Disposition  of  forces  (both  friendly  and  eneny)  prior  to  the 
operation  are  shown  on  lap  20. 

The  atuation  in  the  Pacific  was  becoming  critical.  In  the 
northern  Pacific  area,  the  Japanese  occupation  forces  in  the  Aleutian 
Islands  had  been  routed  and  the  islands  were  lost  to  the  eneny,  while 
in  the  southeastern  area,  under  pressure  from  a  superior  eneny  the 
Japanese-front  line  was  compelled  to  retreat  gradually. 

In  the  European  theater,  in  early  August  Italy  sued  for  an 
armistice  and  the  German  Amy  was  about  to  lose  the  Ukraine. 

Operational  Command 

In  consideration  of  the  situation  both  in  Japan  and  abroad,  the 
China  Expeditionary  Amy  felt  it  expedient  to  deal  a  crushing  blow 
to  the  enemy  and  submitted  its  plan  for  the  Changte  Operation  to  Im¬ 
perial  General  Headquarters.  Imperial  General  Headquarters  recognized 
the  necessity  for  increasing  pressure  on  the  enemy  in  this  area  and 
also  for  suppressing  the  eneny’ s  diversion  of  strength  to  the  Yunnan 
area  but  chly  within  the  limits  of  its  plans  for  employing  the  entire 
strength  of  the  Japanese  armed  forces. 

On  27  September,  Imperial  General  Headquarters  ordered  the  com- 
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GENERAL  SITUATION  OF  ENEMY 
AND  FRIENDLY  FORCES  IN 
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maxider  of  the  China  Expeditionary  Army  to  execute  a  temporary  oper¬ 
ation  in  the  region  beyond  his  operational  area  in  central  China  in 
order  to  continue  his  present  mission.  The  commander  of  the  China 
Expeditionary  Army,  in  turn,  ordered  the  11th  Ariry  commander  to  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  Changte  area  and  crush  the  enen^r’s  fitting  strength. 
The  order  read;  "The  11  th  Army  will  advance  to  the  Changte  area, 
attack  vigorotisly  and  weaken  the  enemy’s  will  to  continue  the  war. 
At  the  same  time,  the  Array  vdll  suppress  the  enemy’s  diversion  of 
strength  to  the  Burma  area  and  will  coordinate  with  the  operation 
of  the  Southern  Army.” 

Operatighal  Plan 

An  operational  plan  was  drawn  up  which  stated; 

The  main  force  of  the  11th  Army  (approxi¬ 
mately  35  infantry  battalions,  including  those 
forces  moved  from  other  areas)  will  advance 
rapidly  from  the  Tpngshih  and  Shihshu  areas 
and  capture  the  Changte  area,  destroying  the  _ 
enemy  everywhere  en  route. 

Successively,  the  enemy  assembling  in  and 
counterattacking  from  the  Changte  area  will  be 
sought  out  and  destroyed. 

After  the  operational  objective  has  been 
attained,  the  Army  will  begin  its  withdrawal 
to  its  former  station  at  an  opportune  time, 
taking  iato  consideration  the  possibility  of 
‘enemy  counterattacks  from  Burma. 

For  this  operation  the  China  Expeditionary  Army  transferred  to 
the  nth  Army  the  Tsukabe  Detachment  (two  infantry  battalions)  from 
the  North  China  Area  Army's  12th  Army  and  the  ll6th  Division  from 
the  13th  Army. 
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The  nth  Arjigr  planned  to  divide  the  operation  into  three 
phases.  During  the  first  and  second  phases  it  planned  to  destroy 
the  enemy  in  the  area  north  of  Changte  and  in  Changte  respectively. 
The  ■withdrawal  ■would  be  conducted  during  the  ■third  phase. 

The  fonowing  strength  iwas  to  be  employed: 

3d  Division 
13th  Di'vision 
39th  Division 

68th  Division  -  Toda  Detachment  (three  in¬ 
fantry  battalions  and  one 
mountain  artillery  battalion 
from  the  AOth  Di'vision)  at-  \ 
tached. 

116th  Division 

Sasaki  Detachment  (three  infantry  battalions 

and  one  mountain  artillery 
battalion  from  the  34th 
Division) 

Miyai^aki  Detachment  (three  infantry  battalions 

from  the  17th  Independent 
Itixed  Brigade) 

Tsukabe  Detachment  (two  infantry  battalions 

from  the  32d  Division) 

Concentration 

With  the  prime  objective  -the  destruction  of  ■&€  enemy  north 
of  Changte,  the  nth  Arny  planned  to  dispose  an  element  in  the 
region  southwest  of  Itu  to  protect  the  Arny*  s  right  rear  flank  from 
the  enemy  to  the  ■west  of  Ichang  while  the  main  force  ■would  advance 
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toward  Changte,  seek  -aie  enen^r  and  attack,  Ihe  plan  for  the  con¬ 
centration  of  the  various  units  was  to  he  carried  out  before  31 
October  as  follows j 

3d  Division  -  Hohsueh  and  the  region  to  the 
northwest 

13th  Division  >-  Chiangling  and  the  region  to  . 

the  southeast 

39th  Division  “  region  west  of  Chiangling, 

excluding  Chian^ing 

68th  Divisibn  -  Chienli  and  the  region  to  the 
west 

116th  Division  Region  north  of  Shihshu 

Sasaki  Detachment  -  To  the  rear  of  the  3d  Di¬ 
vision  ' 

Miyawaki  Detachment  -  To  the  rear  of  the  i3th 

Division 

Tsukabe  Detachment  -  This  Detachment  did  not 

arrive  in  the  combat 
area  until  after  the 
termination  of  the 
first  phase  of  the 
operation 

The  ri^t  bank  of  the  Yangtze  River  had  previously  been  oc¬ 
cupied  by  elements  of  the  13th  and  i(Oth  Divisions  but  after  the 
completion  of  the  concentration  of  the  various  Aimgr  groups  the  13th 
Division  unit  was  returned  to  its  former  command  while  the  J|Oth  Di¬ 
vision  unit  became  the  Toda  Detachment  and  was  attached  to  the  68th 
Division. 


163 


. Aft^r  the  concentration  of  the  various  units  was  completed 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Yangtze  River,  the  Uth  Aritgr  ordered  units 
deployed  along  the  right  bank  of  the  river  with  all  movements  be¬ 
ing  conducted  at  night. 

Line  s  of  Communication 

All  the  principal  roads  had  been  destroyed  but,  having  regard 
to  previous  experience,  it  was  felt  that  it  would  not  be  feasible 
to  attempt  to  repair  the  roads.  As  the . operational  zone  was  a 
rice-producing  area,  supplies  could  be  obtained  locally  and  it  was 
planned  to  supply  aummunition  only  at  the  Li  Shui  line  and  at 
Changte, 

fyogress  of  Operation 

As  the  concentration  of  its  forces  had  progressed  as  planned, 
on  28  October  the  11th  Army  decided  to  have  its  main  force  destroy 
the  Chinese  79th  Array  in  the  Wangchiachang  area  while  an  element 
was  to  destroy  the  eneny  Zf4th  Army  near  Anshang.  The  offensive  was 
to  be  initiated  at  dusk  on  2  November,  the  confronting, enemy  de¬ 
stroyed  and  the  units  to  advance  to  the  following  points: 

39th  Division  -  to  the  region  southwest  of  Itu 

13th  Division  “  to  the  Nuanshuichieh  area 

Miyawaki  Detachment  -  to  the  Nuanshuichieh  area 

(following  the  13th  Di¬ 
vision) 

3<i  Division  -  to  the  region  southwest  of  Wang¬ 
chiachang 


Sasaki  Detachment  -  to  the  Wangchiachang  area, 

following  the  3'i  Divi¬ 
sion 

ll6th  Division  -  to  the  Anshang  area 

68th  Division  (Toda  Detachment  attached)  -  to 

the  iinshang  area 

The  Tsukabe  Detachment,  which  arrived  in  the  combat  area  at 
the  end  of  the  first  phase  was  ordered  to  advance  to  Hsinan  in 
order  to  protect  the  Army's  riglit  rear  flank.  - 

By  night  of  30  October,  the  first-line  troops  had  advanced  to 
the  south  bank  of  the  Yangtze  River.  By  1  November,  deployment  of 
the  forces  was  completed  and  at  dusk  on  2  November  the  offensive 
began.  After  routing  small  bands  of  enemy  troops  on  the  way,  on 
5  November  the  13th  and  3d  Divisions  attacked  the  enemy  at  the 
Nuanshuichieh-Wangchiachang  line  while  the  ll6th  and  68th  Divi¬ 
sions  attacked  the  44th  Army  near  Anshang.  The  13th  and  3d  Divi¬ 
sions  continued  to  pursue  the  enemy  on  5  6  November  and,  on 

the  9th,  advanced  to  Miaoling  and  Hsinne.nssu  respectively.  About 
this  time,  the  IQyawaki  Detachment  advanced  to  Nuanshuichieh  and 
the  Sasaki  Detachment  to  Hsinkuan.  The  ll6th  and  68th  Divisions 
attacked 'both  flanks  of  the  enemy  massed  near  Anshang  and  the  enesy 
immediately  began  to  withdraw.  The  ll6th  Division  then  moved  to 
the  area  north  of  Chingshih  and  attacked  an  element  of  the  44th 
Army  entrenched  there.  The  Chinese  troops  retreated  to  the  south¬ 
west  without  making  any  noticeable  resistance.  In  order  to  destroy 
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the  Chinese  73d  Army  in  the  -vicinity  of  Shihmen  the  11th  Army  then 
ordered  the  3d  Division  and  the  Sasaki  Detachment  to  attack  both 
flanks  of  this  Army,  the  ll6th  Division  to  advance  toward  Chichiaho, 
the  68th  Division  to  advance  by  \vater  toward  the  southwest  of  Han- 
shou  and  the  ISyawaki  Detachment  (disposed  at  Muanshuichieh)  and 
the  Kbga  Detachment  (disposed  between  the  ifiyawaki  Detachment  and 
the  13th  Division)  to  protect  the  Army’s  rear  right  flank.  (Map  21) 
Between  14  and  I6  November,  -the  3d  Division  and  the  Sasaki 
Detachment  attacked  and  defeated  the  Chinese  73d  Army. 

The  first  phase  of  iiie  operation  terminated  on  I6  November. 

The  11th  Army’s  objective  during  the  second  phase  of  the  oper- 
ation  was  to  destroy  the  enemy  in  the  proximity  of  Changte  and  to 
capture  the  town.  It  ordered  the  13th  Di-vision  (with  the  Sasaki 
Detachment  attached)  together  with  the  3d  and  ll6th  Di-visions  to 
attack  the  Chinese  74th,  44th  and  other  armies  to  the  south  of 
Tzuli  and  in  the  -vicinity  of  Chichiaho  while  the  68th  Di-vision  was  • 
ordered  to  attack  the  enengr  at  Hanshou. 

The  Japanese  army  groups  commenced  their  actions  on  19  Novem¬ 
ber  and  21  November  had  defeated  the  74th  Army  near  Chichiaho. 
Subsequently,  the  3d  and  ll6th  Divisions  advanced  toward  the  area 
south  of  Changte  by  way  of  Taoyuan  and  to  Changte  by  way  of  Tsuishih 
’respectively.  The  13th  Division,  however,  met  stubborn  resistance 
from  an  enemy  which  took  full  advantage  of  -tiie  mountainous  terrain. 
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After  capturing  Hanshou,  the  68th  Division  annihilated  the 
eneirsr  around  lyang  in  the  neighborhood  of  Juanchiao  and  advanced 
to  the  area  south  of  Changte  where j  together  with  the  3d  Division, 
it  was  ordered  to  destroy  enemy  reinforcements  arriving  from  the 
south . 

On  23  November,  the  11th  Army  ordered  the  main  force  of  the- 
116th  Division  together  with  elements  of  the  68th  and  3d  Divisions, 
to  capture  Changte.  On  the  25th,  this  force  opened  its  attack  but 
one  division  of  the  74th  Army,  which  was  occupying  Changte,  re¬ 
sisted  stubbornly.  During  this  time,  the  Chinese  10th  Array  ad¬ 
vanced  north  from  Hengyang  to  reinforce  Changte,  crossed  the  Tzu 
Chiang  and  attacked  the  Japanese  forces.  As  the  eneny  had  ad¬ 
vanced  throu^  the  area  between  the  3d  and  68th  Divisions,  the 
divisions  effected  a  pincer  movement  on  1  December,  destroyed 
this  forcei 

In  spite  of  continued  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  on 
4  December,  the  Uth  Arny  occupied  Changte. 

The  Army  then  adjusted  its  positions  on  the.  northern  bank  of 
the  Yuan  Chiang  and  was  on  the  verge  of  withdrawing  when  an  in¬ 
quiry  was  received  from  Imperial  General  Headquarters,  through  the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  China  E^speditionary  Arny,  concerning  the 
possibility  of ,  maintaining  Changte  in  preparation  for  the  Idiigo  . 
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Operation  ?fhich  was  to  be  conducted  the  following  year.  The  Arny 
objected  on  the  grounds  that  it  vjas  impossible  to  alter  the  present 
operational  plan  and,  on  9  December,  ordered  the  various  units  to 
-withdraw  to  the  Id  Shui  starting  on  the  night  of  the  11th.  %  the 

13th,  the  Arny  groups  had  completed  their  ivithdraival  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Li  Shui  ivithout  interference  from  the  enen^r.  However, 
the  China  Expeditionary  Arn^r  ordered  the  Hth  Army  to  halt  at  thi.s 
line.  Withdrawals  were  suspended  but,  after  prolonged  and  intricate 
negotiations  with  Imperial  General  Headquarters,  the  11th  Arng^  was 
permitted  to  return  to  its  former  positions.  On  the  night  19  De¬ 
cember,  the  withdravials  were  again  begun  and,  by  24  December,  the 

9 

nth  Army  had  returned  to  its  original  positions. 

Japanese  casualties  during  this  operation  were  1,274  dead  and 
2,977  wounded. 


B.  See  Monograph  Ho  72,  Army  Operations  in  China,> 

Jan  44-Aug  45.  ' . . . . 

9.  Ho  official  records  of  this  operation  exist;  therefore, 
details • given  above. were  constructed  from  the  memoirs  of  Colonel 
Seitaro  Takei,  a  staff  officer  of  the  11th  Army  at  the  time  of  the 
operation. 
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